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Public service ties, hich makes 
aiid aniaiies SERVICE COM PANIES’ SECURITI KS a Phy ere 
stand high in the policy holders, bank 


estimation of invest- 
ors these days. Never 
United 


finance have public utility stocks and bonds 


before in the history of States 
heen so popular on the exchange or with 
the rank and file of buyers for investment. 

H. C. Abell, president of the American 
Gas Association, gave out a statement in 
New York this week, showing that during 


the first four months of this year the 

American people had invested their savings 

in the securities of public service com- 

panies at the almost unbelievable rate of 

$5,000,000 a day, $212,000 an hour or $3,500 

a minute, Sundays and holidays included. 
x ok OX 


Abell, 


available 


the most ac- 
$611,- 


obtained by 


According to Mr. 


data show _ that 
000,000 of new 


the public service companies from the sale 


curate 
money Was 
of securities to employes, customers and 
the general public from January 1 to April 
30, 1925. 

With a continuation of this present rate 
financing, he estimates that ap- 
proximately $1,825,000,000 will have been 


htained by 


i new 


the gas, electric light and 


power, street railway, water, telephone and 
telegraph companies in 1925. 
x * * * 


“While the 


months of 


figures for the first four 
this year establish new high 
records,” he said, “they do not tell the 
real story of the tremendous development 
which has been going on in our business 
to take care of an unprecedented demand 


irom the American people for the essen- 


POPULAR WITH THE PUBLIC 


tial services of light, heat, power, water, 
transportation and communication. 

“A veritable flood of gold has been pour- 
ing continuously into the public utility busi- 
In 1924, for 
$1,325,000,000 were invested in 
securities. This 
rate of $3,600,000 a day. In 
1923 the total was $876,000,000 or 
rate of $2,400,000 a day. 


In other words, 


ness for the last two years. 
example, 
public service company 
was at the 


at the 


for the brief period of 


28 months, ended April 30 this year, the 
huge total of $2,800,000,000 was invested 
in all branches of the public service in- 
dustry by the thrifty men and women of 
America. To appreciate the immensity of 
this sum, let me say that it represents the 
continuous flow of capital into our busi- 
ness at the rate of $137,000 an hour for 
204,000 consecutive 


I believe is without a parallel in the his- 


hours—a record which 
tory of our country. As these words are 
being read, the public is buying our securi- 
ties at the rate of about $60 a second.” 

x * * 

Mr. Abell said that this money had come 
from millions of Americans, a large per- 
centage of them customers and employes 
of the companies themselves. Latest avail- 
able statistics show that the public utility 
,200,000 security hold- 


ers, divided about evenly 


industry has about 5 
between stock- 
holders and bondholders. 

The banks and life insurance companies 
hold about $4,000,000,000 of utility securi- 


stockholders an d 


depositors through 


out the country vitally interested in prop 
erly maintaining public necessities. 


* * 


“The most remarkable development, 


however, and one showing striking evi 


dence of the faith of the American people 


in the principle of private operation of 


essential utility services under the present 


system of public regulation, is the tremen- 


dous growth in the number of customer 


shareholders,” he explained. 


“When the users of our service invest 


their savings in our securities, they not 


only evince faith in the honesty and in 


tegrity of the executive management of 


our business but they believe that under 


such management the public service busi 
ness will witness its greatest expansion 
an expansion which will not only safe 


guard their investments but assure them 
of the conveniences of life that every mod 
ern American demands.” 

x * xk 


As has 


locally-owned 


been pointed out before, the 


telephone companies were 
the first to put into practice the idea of 
folks,” 
“Customer- 


local 


carry 


inducing their patrons, the “home 


to invest in their securities. 


ownership” was what enabled the 
telephone companies to expand and 


Abell 


their 


on. Today, as Mr. shows, public 


service companies have securities 


more widely distributed than all the other 
industries of America combined. 


The direct results of all this remarkable 
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expansion are that their relations with the 
public are on a better footing than ever 
before, that public regulation of the busi- 
ness is more reasonable and based upon 
sounder principles than at any time since 
the commission form of regulation began 
and that utility securities not only com- 
mand the confidence of the customers but 
enjoy a high standing in the financial mar- 
kets of the world. 

Such a combination of favorable condi- 
tions is bound to assure a bright future 
for the public service business which will 
mean prosperity for America, for the two 
are inseparable. 


* * * * 


In its efforts to popularize the use of the 
telephone in England, the British govern- 
ment telephone department is finding out 
how surprisingly little the general public 
know about telephone methods. This ig- 
norance on the part of the telephone 
user, of course, is often the main cause of 
complaints against service. The old story 
of the visitor to the telephone exhibit at 
the Wembly exposition picking up a tele- 
phone and trying to look through the re- 
ceiver, as a telescope, furnishes a sample 
of this astonishing lack of knowledge even 
in London. 

This story, by the way, which was print- 
ed in TELEPHONY last year, is now again 
going the rounds of the press. As an ex- 
planation why some users do not get good 
service, the incident has its merits. 


* * * * 


Under the caption, “More Telephone 
Troubles,” the London Evening Standard 
recently discussed some of the reasons for 


faulty telephone service, and then said: 


TELEPHONY 








COMING CONVENTIONS. 


Vermont, Fairlee, Lake Morey Inn, 
June 18 and 19. 

Washington, Spokane, 
Hotel, June 19 and 20. 

Pennsylvania, Western District, Con- 
neaut Lake Park, July 23 and 24. 

Indiana, Indianapolis, Claypool Hotel, 
September 23 and 24. 

United States Independent Telephone 
Association, Chicago, Sherman Hotel, 
October 13-16. 


Davenport 








“Bad service is very often due to the 


subscriber. There is one irritating and 


foolish gentleman who, about once a week, 
finds himself talking to me, when he wants 
someone else. 

It is annoying to him and to me, but he 
pronounces the number he wants in such 
a manner that I am always first deceived 
myself and cannot blame the telephone 
operator for the mistake. Ten hours of him 


in one day would strain the stoutest 


nerves.” 
* ca * ok 


Commenting on this press remark, the 
Telegraph & Telephone Journal, the gov- 
ernment’s employes’ publication, says: 


“TELEPHONY reprints a letter, sent to a 
Kansas newspaper by A. M. Benedict, man- 
ager and owner of the Richards (Mo.) 
Telephone Co., and vice-president of the 
Missouri Telephone Association, in answer 
to some ‘old stuff, quips gotten off by the 
paragraphers’ in its columns. The im- 
mediate cause of the letter was ‘that little 
quip—Why are wrong numbers never 
busy ?” 

Analyzing the causes of 50 cases of 
wrong numbers which had come under his 
notice in the last six weeks, Mr. Benedict 
gives these conclusions regarding them: 
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‘Some 60 per cent of the wrong numbers 
were transposed; the balance were caused 
by the subscribers guessing at the number 
without consulting the directory, looking 
for a number in the directory without put- 
ting on glasses, looking for a number in a 
dark room, glancing at the wrong number 
after seeing the name in the directory, poor 
articulation, mouth full of food, mouthful 
of candy, many cases of cigar in the 
mouth, and several other causes.’ ” 


The Telegraph & Telephone Journal 
then adds: “While one is apt to envy the 
American telephone man’s untrammeled ac- 
cess to the public forum, it must be ad- 
mitted that it is better for the well-merited 
rebuke to come from him who is, after all, 
the victim in the case.” 


* a * * 


Poles are a big item in the telephone in- 
dustry. The government census bureau 
has just issued its report on forest prod- 
ucts for 1923, which shows that telephone 
and telegraph companies were the second 
largest purchasers of poles in that year. 
1923 tele- 


phone and telegraph companies purchased 


The statistics show that in 
1,293,592 poles, being exceeded only by the 
electrical railway, light and power com- 
panies whose pole purchases totaled 1,482,- 


391. 


The census bureau says the total num- 
ber of poles purchased in 1923 was 3,060,- 
794, which was a million under the 1915 
figures, but explains that the shortage was 
partly due to the fact that rural telephone 
companies did not report their 1923 pole 
purchases. As rural companies are large 
users of the shorter poles, the addition of 
their requirements would raise telephone 


purchases of poles considerably. 


Safety Methods in Telephone Work 


First of a Series of Articles on Safety Methods as They Apply to Telephone 
Maintenance Work—Proper Tools for Use by the Workmen for Their Individual 
Tasks and Tools for the Construction Gang as a Unit — Their Care and Use 


In entering into a discussion on safety 
methods as they apply to telephone work 
and its ramifications it seems fitting that 
we should first take into consideration the 
tools of our trade, their use and abuse. 

The old saying, “A good mechanic can 
work with anything,” has long since been 
disproved common-sense  stand- 
point, both as to the efficiency and safety. 
Naturally a good mechanic can, in a case 


from a 


ot absolute necessity, use his ingenuity in 


makeshift tools and do a_ fairly 


using 


By A. W. Hill 


passable job—but that same skilled me- 
will, under normal _ conditions, 
always insist on having the proper imple- 
ments of his trade. 

The type of workman who is always 
willing to work with the first thing that 
comes to his hand, whether it be in any 
way suited to the task he has to perform, 
is not only the class that constitutes the 
real accident hazard, but he is also the 
man, who, in practically every case, does 
exactly the kind of work that we might 


chanic 


expect he would, judging by the tools he 
uses; work that is always, at least in some 
detail, not up to standard and that is far 
from having the reasonable degree of per- 
manence that accompanies 
manship. 

Again, too often it is not the man’s fault, 
primarily, that he has fallen into careless, 
slipshod ways, for in countless cases men 
have been started in the business with com- 
panies whose working equipment in the 
way of tools was, to say the least, inade- 


good work- 





June 6, 1925. 


quate. There the habit of making shift 
with whatever would, in a manner, answer 
the purpose, was inculcated and became 
deeply rooted. 

For such cases the cure is proper and 
sufficient tools to work with, competent in- 
struction in their proper uses, and con- 
sistent supervision and inspection ‘until 
such time as the old, slipshod, unsafe habits 
may be overcome. Of course, this treat- 
ment would be wasted on that natural- 
born, careless, shiftless type, of which we 
of necessity always find a few. With such, 
no amount of proper tools and training 
could make a safe workman and they are 
a liability better dispensed with. 

With the foregoing in mind it is natural- 
ly the first duty of the supervisory head 
of each department to see that the par- 
ticular group of workmen for whose 
safety and well-being he is responsible, are 
in the first place fully equipped to do their 
work safely and efficiently. Naturally, as 
the standard methods of doing work vary 
somewhat in different localities, there may 
be some slight difference in some of the 
tools necessary for everyday use; but in 
general there is a certain group of tools 
generally used in telephone work, just as 
the hatchet, saw, square and chisel are 
symbolical everywhere of the carpenter’s 
trade. 
that the workmen 


are equipped with the proper tools for 


Having ascertained 
their particular kind of work, the next 
duty of the wise manager, foreman, or 
whatever his working title may be, is to 
assure himself by frequent personal in- 
spections that these tools are kept in good 
condition, used properly and stored when 
not in use, in such manner that they will 
not be damaged or cause injury to anyone. 

Let us consider the tools in common use 


in the average line construction gang. 
First, we have the lineman’s individual 
tools: that is, the tools which he uses as 
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Rubber and Horsehide Gloves, Canvas Glove 
Container and Split Rubber Hose. 


his own individual property and should, 
therefore, be solely responsible for. 

Under this class we have climbers, body- 
belts, safety belts, hammers and wrenches. 
It requires little imagination to predict 
what may happen should any one of the 
irst three named fail at a critical moment. 
At the least a more or less serious accident 
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would result. Hence it is obvious that the 
gaffs of climbers should be kept well- 
sharpened, straps frequently inspected to 
see that the leather is sound, and that they 
be discarded when the gaffs have been 
ground down until they are too short for 
safe climbing on all kinds of poles. 

Safety and body-belts should be ex- 
amined to ascertain if the leather is pliable 
and free from cracks, “D” rings good, and 
snaps, safety guards and springs flawless 
and working properly. Any safety strap 
that will not stand at least three times the 
weight of the user, applied from snap to 
snap, and any body-belt that will not stand 
the same strain between the “D” rings, are 
sizable risks and should be replaced. 

Hammers 
chipped or battered, and 


whose faces have become 


handles loose, 
should be dressed down and tightened or 
replaced, as should wrenches whose jaws 
have become so battered that they are 
liable to suddenly slip off the object which 
they are turning. 

Under the class of tools used by a con- 
struction gang as a unit, we have such.as 
pike poles, dead men, cant hooks or peavies, 
ropes, blocks and tackle, snatch blocks and 
rubber protective goods. 


As these are not used at all times by 
one certain individual, it becomes the duty 
of the foreman in charge to make frequent 
inspections of them to see that they are 
always in a sound, safe condition for use. 
However, this duty should not be solely 
that of the foreman, as a careful work- 
man will always ascertain, for his own 
safety, before using such tools, that they 
are safe for him to work with. Just as a 
chain cannot be stronger than its weakest 
link, so is a construction crew no safer 
than its weakest tool or its most careless 
workman. 

Pike poles, dead men and peavies should 
be examined for slivers and cracks, loose 
ferrules, spuds and hooks. Spuds and 
hooks should be kept reasonably well- 
pointed so that they will not be in danger 
of cutting out of the wood easily. A good 
treatment for new pike poles and building 
tools, instead of painting them, as is com- 
mon practice, is to treat them with several 
linseed oil. This 
protecting the 


applications of boiled 


answers the purpose of 
wood fiber but 
which 
apparent under paint. 


does not cover up flaws 


might not become immediately 


Ropes should be inspected to see that 
there are no cuts or frayed places through- 
out their length, or that they have not 
rotted from frequent wetting and drying. 
Tests should be made from time to time of 
their tensile strength, making sure that 
they will stand at all times at least twice 
the amount of their ordinary required 
strength for their regular work. 

Blocks of the wooden types should have 
sides free from cracks, and 
and axles not unduly worn 


free. This 


the wooden 
the sheaves 


and running true and also 


as 
ws 


applies to the sheaves of iron blocks and 
snatch blocks. 
for flaws in the metal rings and hooks, 
and care should be exercised that hooks 
have not 


Blocks should be examined 


been subjected to too severe 
strain and started to straighten out. 
Saws, axes, chisels, draw knives, prun- 


ing hooks and all sharp-edged tools should 














A Simple Guard for Sharp-—Edged Tools 
Not Only Protects the Cutting Edge from 
Damage but Prevents Personal Injury. 
be kept at all times well sharpened and, 
when not in‘use, should be stored where 
they do not have to be worked around to 

gain access to other tools or material. 

A first-class practice in carrying such 
tools when not in use is to have their cut- 
ting edge protected with some simple form 
of guard that not only protects the cutting 
edge from damage but prevents anyone 
from being injured by coming in contact 
with it. 

Leather guards, which cover the cutting 
edge and strap around the handles, make 
the proper protection for axes, chisels and 
draw knives. 
wood, bolted together in a parallel direc- 
tion but held apart from each other a little 
more than the thickness of the saw by thin 
blocks, make a guard that may be slipped 


For saws two thin strips of 


over the saw teeth and strapped over the 
back of the blade. 

Rubber protective devices for working 
light . or 
should always be part of the equipment of 
For each man in the gang, 


in proximity of power wires 
every gang. 
there should be one pair of rubber over- 
shoes, tested for high voltage, rubber 
gloves, horsehide gloves to be worn over 
the rubber gloves to prevent their being 
snagged on wire ends, at least one pair 
of rubber leggings and several pieces of 
split rubber tubing, the latter to be placed 
over current-carrying wires, while work- 
ing, where there is a chance of inadvertent- 
ly coming in contact with them. 

Rubber gloves should be tested each time 
before using to make sure that they are in 
The method of 
testing gloves is to grasp one edge of the 
gauntlet in each hand and rapidly revolve 


good condition. proper 


it until the palm and fingers are filled with 
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air. Any leakage of air or badly-worn 
place in the glove is cause for replacement. 
Split rubber tubing should be of high in- 
sulation test and should be carefully ex- 
amined before using to be sure the rubber 
is not dead or cracked. 

These goods should be carried, care- 
fully wrapped up, in a dry place to pre- 
Gloves should be wrapped in 
paper and placed in a canvas bag. The 
preferable method for a construction crew 
have their truck large 
enough in which to carry the necessary 
amount of protective equipment and first- 


vent injury. 


is to a box on 


aid supplies. 

Ladders of all types should, when new, 
be given the boiled linseed oil treatment 
as described for building tools and should 
from time to time be examined for defects 
in side rails and rungs. 

The feet of all 
equipped with some type of spur to prevent 
slipping. 
shown in one of the accompanying illus- 
one is of the spud type, and the 


ladders should be 
Two types of such devices are 


trations: 
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Ladders Equipped with Safety Spurs. 


other a toothed wheel that may be loosened 
and turned around a little as the teeth in 
one portion wear off. 
Ladders used 
smooth floors or other surfaces should be 
equipped with rubber safety feet. 


Either type is very 


satisfactory. inside on 


ladder locks and _ fasteners 
should always be kept oiled and in first- 
class condition. Care should be exercised 
in using that the fasteners and guards are 


properly in place when extended before 


Extension 





regular routine of any sort. 
clothing. 


“Where are they going?” 
definite stopping place. 
great outdoors. 


tourist camping ground. 


and rested. 


them sanitation. 


had the wonderful tourists’ camps 





PAUSE AND CONSIDER THE OTHER FELLOW | 
By Miss Anne Barnes, 


Traveling Chief Operator, lowa Independent Telephone Association, 
Des Moines, Iowa 


Soon thousands of people will be vacationing—but vacationing today is very 
different from what it used to be a few years ago. 
and preparation caused much physical and mental strain. 
complete wardrobe of smart new clothing, for who would think of going 
In fact, that was as big a part of the 
reason for getting away from home environment as was getting away from 
Many people went into debt to have that smart 


away on a vacation with old clothing? 


How different today in most every way! 
stant chug, chug of tourists’ cars going and coming from every direction. 
Everywhere; but most of them have no particular 
They are just vacationing along the way in God’s 
How nicely and comfortably they are cared for all along 
their journey as they do not need to go a long journey before finding a 


I was thinking, too, of the days of the “Covered Wagon” when people 
camped by the side of the trail, at the end of a day, and man and beast crank 


Today, this procedure would be impossible for many reasons, chief among 
We know that with the thousands of people of every type 
crowding the highways, not subject to camping regulations, the roads would 
soon be strewn with refuse when many campers broke camp and journeyed 
on. Of course, that type of people travel, too. 
yards of their homes which I see from train windows. 

Truly, necessity is the mother of invention, otherwise we might not have 


camps are governed by rules and regulations. 
but the “Pause and consider the other fellow’ kind. 

Here is one of them which was passed on to me by a fellow traveler. Its 
sentiment is so fine that I sincerely wish it might be adopted as a restroom 
motto by every telephone company in the United States. 


Then, the saving, planning, 
There must be a 


Soon we will hear the con- 


I know them by the back- 


over the country. These tourists’ 
Not the “Thou shalt not” kind, 


And if there were 
no restroom in connection with an exchange, that it could be placed on the 
wall where it would become a constant guide to all employes: 

“Always leave your camps a little better than you found them.” 
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climbing. The base of a ladder in us 
should not be away from the building or 
object against which the top is resting, a 
distance of than one-fourth the 
length to which the ladder is extended. 


more 


While there are other tools in use in 
construction, the ones in most common 
use have been considered, and a prope 
observance of their care and use 
materially reduce the chances of injuries, 
either minor or major. Inthe average smal! 
company, the outlay to procure the proper 
kinds will not be particularly heavy and 
will readily pay for itself in both a better 
grade and a safer nature of work. 


will 


To Observe Telephone’s Golden 


Anniversary Next Year. 

Fifty years ago this week—on June 2, 
1875—Dr. Alexander Graham Bell, inven- 
tor of the telephone, for the first time 
succeeded in transmitting sound—the 
twang of a spring—over his new invention 

However, it was not until March of the 
next year that he uttered the words, “Mr. 
Watson, come here; I want you,” which 
have since become famous as the first 
intelligible sentence ever heard over an elec- 
tric telephone and which marked the be- 
ginning of telephony. 

Telephone men, the world over, are al- 
ready making preparations to commemor- 
ate this event in 1926, and to erect an 
appropriate memorial to Dr. Bell. This 
will be built in America, it is expected, 
for it is here that the telephone was in- 
vented and where its 
reached its highest state. 


development has 


Although there have been refinements 
of the instrument, the principles of the 
telephone of today are those found by its 
discoverer. 

Even with an inventor's optimism, it is 
doubtful that Dr. Bell, while he was tink- 
ering with his coils and wires, could have 
foreseen the gigantic communication sys- 
tems of today with their investment oi 
approximately $3,000,000,000, their more 
than 15,000,000 telephones, their 40,000,000 
miles of wire and their 350,000 owners. 


Will Telephones Make M. P.’s 
Lose Their Jobs? 


Because they have telephones in their 
certain members of the British 
House of Parliament learned recently that 
there was danger of their being deprived 
of their seats. The British telephone serv- 


homes, 


ice is owned by the government and is 
an adjunct of the Post Office service. 
According to an act of George III’s par- 
liament, any person undertaking a contract 
with a government department shall not 
be entitled to sit in the Houses of Parlia 
ment, and as the telephone is owned an 
operated by the government, the questio: 
has come up as to whether or not the law 
is heing violated. 








In the Good Old Vacation Time 


The Warm Days Bring Vacation Time Near, and the Operators of the Home- 
town Exchange Discuss Pleasant Ways of Spending the Two Weeks—Shall It 


Be Summer Resort or Real Country? — 


“Vacations begin this month, girls,” 
announced Miss Combs to the girls of 
the Hometown exchange one June morn- 
ing. “We must start planning the exact 
time each one wants to be off. Can't 


wait until the last minute and then have 


all of you wanting off the same two 
weeks in August. Our service could 
scarcely weather a circumstance like 
that.” 


“I like to have my vacation early in the 
summer,” spoke up Eva Haley. “I like 
to get out before the heat is 


so bad. I’m tired from 
being in all winter, and | 
just love to get out and 


gather up some pep for the 
rest of the hot weather. I'd 
rather have mine early.” 

“I wouldn't,” 
Marie 





asserted es 


Lanning positively. 
“T like to wait until the iast 
minute and then go as far 
north as I can afford. and 
dance every minute I can 
and think how much cooler 
| am than if I was back at 
work.” 


“IT never saw a summer 

resort that was any pleasanter in August 
than our office,” argued Eva loyally. “With 
the electric fan on and sitting quietly 
the board, I’m as cool as ever I was at a 
summer hotel dancing, no matter how cool 
the day.” 


at 


“You two girls like opposite types of 
pleasure,” interposed Miss Combs. “There- 
fore, what would interest one would bore 
the other. I'll wager you spend your 
vacation in the country, don’t you, Eva?” 

“Every time,” agreed Eva positively. 
“I have any number of cousins who live 
im the country and they are always glad 
to have me come. I help with the fruit 
canning, and then we all have time to 
x0 fishing and picnicking. We cook our 
‘uppers out over a campfire. And we 
lrive to the nearby towns to band con- 
erts in the evening and home by moon- 
ight. 

“Sometimes we go across the river to 
ne of the towns. Did you ever ferry 
cross a wide river on a moonlight night 
ith the fireflies twinkling among the 
veeds on the river’s edge and frogs sing- 
ig—and maybe farther down the river 
banjo playing and young folks laughing ? 
Vell, if you haven't, you don’t know 
alf the beauty there is in this country 
fe you make fun of.” 


AS 


By Mabel Graham Knipe 


“One nice thing about 
vacation in the country is 
not so liable to be thrown 
able people as you 
regular resorts,” said Miss Combs. “Some- 


taking 
that 
with undesir- 
sometimes are at 


your 
you are 


times I actually worry. about you girls 
when you are away. 
wicked people in 


There are so many 
this and _ they 
do try to take advantage of young girls.” 

Both girls laughed heartily. “Oh Miss 
Combs, you talk as if we had never been 
thrown with the wicked this 


world, 


ones of 





Vacations begin this 
Month girls! 
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‘“‘We Must Start Planning the Exact Time Each One 
Wants to Be Off,’’ Announced Miss Combs. 


world,” said Marie. “If 
learn bad 


It seems to me the men 


we girls don't 


to know these ones, I don't 
know who does. 
try every skin game they know on tele- 
phone girls—from slugs in the long dis- 
tance booth to trying to bribe us with 
cheap boxes of candy to listen in on 
business conversations and give them tips. 

“Why, I get so suspicious of men that 
I even suspect my good old dad of trying 
to work me when he 


evening and says: 


of an 
‘Well, I see my honey 


comes in 


girl’s home,’ 
“‘What is it, 
handkerchief 


Dad?’ I 


from 


ask, ‘A clean 
up-stairs, or do you 
want me to run down and open the drafts 
in the furnace?’ 

“Dad says I’m getting so suspicious of 
that he’s going to 
change his tactics if he 
more.” 


everybody have to 


works me any 

“Really, Miss Combs,” agreed Eva, “the 
average telephone girl is safer on a train 
or in a strange place than most other 
girls. As Marie says, we’re so used to 
dealing with fresh ones, we know the type 
a mile off. And we enough to 
count our change every time we hand out 
a bill and get change back—not that we 
suspect the other person of being dis- 
honest, but we know how liable the best 
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know 


A Difficult Question to Decide 


of people are to make mistakes. You 
can’t deal with telephone subscribers many 
months without discovering that.” 

“Do you ever visit an exchange while 
you were on vacation?” asked Miss Combs. 
“It’s so helpful to learn how the other 
fellow is handling business.” 

“Now, Miss Combs,” protested 
“Isn’t that asking a bit too much? 
why 


Marie. 
That’s 
vacation—to get 


we're taking our 


away from a switchboard and all its 
troubles.” 

“You are taking a vacation from your 
Miss Combs, 


“but not necessarily from all others. If, 


own switchboard,” agreed 
when you are so care-free and happy, you 
would run in some office and watch other 
girls at work for an hour or so and, per- 
haps, talk. with their supervisor for a few 
minutes, don’t you think you might get 
at least an idea or two about the business 
that you didn’t have before?” 

“J might,” said Marie, “for I go to 
Miss 
you wouldn't expect Eva to learn any- 
thing from the kind of an exchange they 
would have in the village near the farm 
where she visits?” 

“Why not? 


cook I ever knew, always said she never 


larger towns. But, surely, Combs, 


My aunt, who was the best 


went into any other housekeeper’s kitchen 
how 


—no matter poor it was—without 
learning some new thing. It seems to me 
that’s equally true of telephone opera- 
tion.” 

“Perhaps you're right,” assented Marie, 


“but I never think of my work from the 
time I leave Hometown until the day | 
get back.” 

Miss Combs was silent a moment. 

“Don’t think I am _ preaching, girls. 
But I’ve been in this work a good many 
years—and I’ve seen that there are two 
distinct type of girls in every office. One 
is the kind who works only that she may 
She looks 
for all her pleasure outside her job. 

“And the kind is the girl who 
really likes her job; and even when she 
is away 


Then 


have money for a good time. 
other 


from it, she is picking up bits 
of knowledge here and there which will 
help her to do the work better—not be- 
cause she has to, but 


because she wants 


to. And it is this last type of girl who 


makes her mark in any office. She is 
the one who works to the top as surely 
as cream does.” 


“Speaking of cream,” interrupted Eva 
“Tl think of all of you when I am pour- 
ing the thick yellow stuff over my oatmeal 
at breakfast in the 


country. Can't I 
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have my two weeks soon, Miss Combs? 
Cherry-time is here, and they always make 
preserves at my cousin’s. 

“Did you ever make the sun-preserved 
one—and watch them swell and glisten 
on the platters out in the sun? And the 
red syrup turns all thick and honey-like 
around them; and you have to cover 
them with glass to keep the 
insects and birds and bees 
from them—even then the 
bees buzz around them all 
the little 
wrens chatter and sing as 
they go in and out among 
the honeysuckle vines, and 
the old collie sleeps in the 
sun close by.” 

“For goodness’ sake, hush, 
child,” says Miss Combs. 
“Yes, I'll give you your va- 
cation right away. I'll do 
anything to get you away 
before you persuade me to 
give up the trip to the city 
which I'd planned. I'll be writing a letter 
engaging board for two weeks in the coun- 
try if I listen to you another ten minutes. 
Get busy, girls. I must arrange with the 
others the time of their vacations.” 


day long—and 


Iowa Tributary Chief Operator 
Conferences Big Success. 
Very helpful and successful tributary 
chief operator conferences were held last 
month under the auspices of the Iowa In- 
dependent Telephone Association in Fort 
Dodge, Le Mars, Orange City, Denison and 
Harlan. Between 20 and 30 were present 

at each of the conferences. 

Much interest was taken in the con- 
ferences and many of the operators ex- 
pressed the hope that they would be held 
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again next year. Luncheon was served at 
each of the conferences by the local tele- 
phone company. 


Max Hosea Acquires Control of 
Converse, Ind., Plant. 

A controlling interest in the Converse 

Consolidated Telephone Co., operating 


Qoodness Sake, 
hush , child 








“Vill Think of All of You When | Am Pouring the Thick 
Yellow Stuff Over My Oatmeal at Breakfast 
in the Country.’’ 


some 400 stations at Converse, Ind., has 
been purchased by Max F. Hosea, of In- 
dianapolis, from John I. Cheney, of Win- 
chester, and James P. and Pierre Goodrich, 
of Indianapolis. The price is said to have 
been about $35,000. 

With the transfer of the property, D. 
H. Whitham, of Indianapolis, becomes 
president and Mr. Hosea, secretary-treas- 
urer and general manager. 


Ohio Bell to Spend Sixteen Mil- 
lions This Year. 

A total of $12,321,390 was expended by 
the Ohio Bell Telephone Co. in 1924 for 
additions and betterments to plant and 
equipment. 

For exchange lines, more than $4,000,000 
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was expended; for subscribers’ station 
equipment, more than $3,000,000, for cen- 
tral office equipment more than $3,000,000; 
for toll lines more than $1,000,000, and for 
land and buildings, more than $800,000. 

During 1925, the company contemplates 
an expenditure of almost $16,000,000 and 
for the next five years it will spend around 
$71,000,000. 


New Home and Improvements for 
Browning (Mo.) Exchange. 


C. B. Chenoweth, owner of the Brown- 
ing Telephone Co., furnishing service to 
some 500 subscribers at Browning, Mo., 
has purchased the Fleming residence in 
Browning and will move his exchange to 
the new quarters some time in the fall. 
Mr. Chenoweth contemplates installing 
some underground cable and making other 
improvements to the system. 


Summary of Class A Company 
Monthly Reports for February. 
The February summary of the monthly 

reports of Class A telephone companies, 

as compiled by the bureau of statistics of 
the Interstate Commerce Commission, 
shows an increase in operating income of 

29.5 per cent over the same month of last 

year. For the two months ended February 

28 the increase amounted to 27.5 per cent. 
As shown in the summary reproduced 

on this page, the operating revenues for 

February totalled $61,009,905, an increase 

of 10.6 per cent; operating expenses, $41,- 

380,917, an increase of 5 per cent; while 

operating income amounted to $14,259,993, 

an increase of 29.5 per cent. 
On February 28, 1925, the Class A com- 

panies had in service a total of 12,386,460 

stations, an increase of 7.2 per cent. 





Item. 

Number of company stations 

end of month 
Revenues: 

Subscribers’ station revenues 

Public pay station revenues 


Message tolls 
Miscellaneous toll line revenues 
Sundry miscellaneous revenues ...... 
Licensee 
Licensee revenue—Dr.........-. 
Telephone operating revenues 
Expenses: 
Depreciation of plant and equipment .. 
All other maintenance 
:: ft ee 
Commercial expenses 
General and miscellaneous expenses 


eeeeee 


Telephone operating expenses 
Net telephone operating revenues ..... 
Other operating revenues 
Other operating expenses 
Uncollectible operating revenues 
Taxes assignable to operations . 


Operating income 
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in service 


Miscellaneous exchange service revenues.. 
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Operating income before deducting taxes. 


Ratio of expenses to revenues, per cent.. 



































-——For the month of February———, For the two months ending with February. 
Increase or de- Increase or de-— 
crease (*). crease (*). 

Ratio, Ratio, 

1925. 1924. Amount. Pet. 1925 1924. Amount. Pct. 

at 
eee 12,386,460 11,554,698 831,762 7 6 wbeeaeeeres. mesebesecas <wWeeetdeKcs 

.-- $40,165,071 $36,428,933 $3,736,138 10.3 $ 80,715,874 $ 73,075,777 $ 7,640,097 10.5 
aa 2,638,473 2,420,999 217,474 9.0 5,544,840 5,067,966 476,874 9.4 
497,899 445,268 52.631 11.8 986,928 908,807 78,121 8.6 
ae 4,634,229 13,225,310 1,408,919 10.7 30,611,486 27,613,011 2,998,475 10.9 
er 1,795,169 1,515,710 279,459 18.4 3,547,426 3,106,219 441,207 14.2 
ese 1,248,454 1,088,161 160,293 14.7 2,496,872 2,141,284 355,588 16.6 
awe 2,460,319 2,172,337 287,982 13.3 4,847,477 4,336,360 511,117 11.8 
- 2,429,709 2,134,957 294,752 13.8 4,780,950 4,241,203 539,747 12.7 
.-. $61,009,905 $55,161,761 $5,848,144 10.6 $123,969,953 $112,008,221 $11,961,732 10.7 
.-- $ 9,770,109 $ 8,542,938 $1,227,171 14.4 $ 19,410,871 $ 16,985,326 $ 2,425,545 14.3 
8,695,391 8,278,071 417,320 5.0 17,763,068 17,097,045 666,023 3.9 
- 14,841,750 15,101,949 *260,199 *1.7 30,682,903 30,639,198 43,705 01 
a" 5.337.507 5,011,416 326,091 6.5 10,805,905 10,013,934 791,971 7.9 
— 2,736,160 2,458,727 277,433 11.3 5,582,681 5,007,813 574,868 11.5 
sees $41,380.917 $39,393,101 $1,987,816 5.0 $ 84,245,423 $ 79,743,316 $ 4,502,112 5.6 
-+» $19,628,988 $15,768,660 $3,860,328 24.5 $ 39,724,525 $ 32,264,905 $ 7,459,620 23.1 
oe ae 312 $ 375 *$ 63 *16.8 $ 673 $ 857 *$ 184 21.5 
one 369 348 21 6.0 775 689 86 12.5 
- 412,652 336,616 76,036 22.6 41,324 675,339 165,985 24.6 
$19,216,279 $15,432,071 $3,784,208 24.5 $ 38,883,099 $ 31,589,734 $ 7,293,365 23.1 
4,956,286 4,417,508 538,778 12.2 9,925,800 8,873,682 1,052,118 11.9 
eee $14,259,993 $11,014,563 $3,245,430 29.5 5 $ 28,957,299 $ 22,716,052 $ 6,241,247 27.5 

woe 67.83 71.41 "ee cece 67.96 71.19 *3.23 oa 








Comparative Statistics for Class A Telephone Companies for February. 











Importance of Safety Instruction 


Some Startling Figures Showing Money Lost in the Telephone Field as a 


Result of Accidents and Careless Work— Accident Investigations Shows That 
Telephone Men Are Not Careful—Some Considerations in Safety Promotion 


The mere mention of “safety first,” the 
announcement of a safety campaign, the 
promotion of “safety week,” 
age citizen means little more than so many 
words. 

For 


to the aver- 


since the advent of 
electrical appliances and utilities, conscien- 
tious national and state regulatory bodies 
have dinned into the layman’s ears the idea 
that he must play safe, be careful with his 
own life and with that of others, until he 
cries in self-defense: “Why harp on it 
jorever? Doesn't it stand to reason that I 
do not want to be killed and that I don't 
want to kill anyone else? Natural laws 
keep accidents down to a minimum, but a 
certain number will always come about, re- 
gardless of what we do as individuals.” 

But he is an individual who so speaks. 
He has luckily been free from accident; 
he has not felt its keen loss either from 
an humanitarian or financial staidpoint. 
‘We may have shed a few tears of regret 
when his neighbor lost his life through 
carelessness, but it cost him no money. 

But the telephone man and the telephone 
company cannot think in those terms 
Every accident in the entire field, whether 
it be to a man in his own company or to 
one in a company hundreds of miles away, 
causes him to dig down deep in his pocket 
and shell out the price of the injury. He 
feels that he is careful, that his men are as 
careful as he, but then he reads statistics 
showing some truly startling figures, and 
he gasps. 

Will you believe that $540,000 were col- 
lected in damages and !ost time from the 
American Bell company in a year, exclu- 
sive of the amount of money spent in doc- 
tor bills and in hospital bills? Can you 
believe that the individual time lost by the 
same company in a year, taken as a whole, 
would equal 225 years of one man’s tife? 
Figures will prove these statements 

And after digesting these two statements, 
you might imagine with what alacrity a 
company, even of such proportions as the 
Bell telephone company, wants to pay out 
a sum equal to the earnings of one man 
ior 225 years without getting a nickel in 
return. These statements will the 


Many years, 


show 


necessity of reducing to a minimum the 
number of accidents in the telephone busi- 
To cut out entirely the accidents for 
one year would be to place $540,000 into 
the business of the Bell company. 

In this discussion the Bell company has 
been used because figures. are available. 


ness. 





By Harry Barsantee, 


Wisconsin State Telephone Association, Madison 


They would probably work out in much 
the same ratio if a company whose plant 
value is but $20,000 were taken as an 
example. 

The Wisconsin State Telephone Asso- 
ciation discovered in its district meetings 
of last year throughout, Wisconsin that 
there is a live interest and active realiza- 
tion of the seriousness of this problem 
among telephone men in the state. The 








Telephone Business Needs 

Efficient Management. 

The telephone is the best public util- 
ity business in the world today. All 
that it needs is efficient management; 
one that will provide good service and 
establish favorable business relations. 

With such a foundation, the tele- 
phone company will be rewarded with 
adequate rates, ample capital and the 
blessings of all the people.—J. G. [hm- 
sen, vice-president and general man- 
ager, Up-State Telephone Association 
of New York. 








subject seemed to claim more interest at 
every meeting than practically any other 
matter taken up. 

Obviously, the reason for this was that 
managers were perfectly conscious of 
losses resultant from careless work and 
from accidents. Managers are anxious to 
find a way in which to cut down the num- 
ber of accidents, knowing that to minimize 
trouble of this kind is to divert a certain 
definite sum of into its 
column. 

District wire chiefs from the Wisconsin 
Telephone Co. talked in each of the dis- 
trict meetings, giving iliustrated lectures 
on the most common accidents and meth- 
ods of avoiding them. <A_ systematic 
study of the problem which the Wisconsin 
company has carried on gave concrete data 
on which to work, and many interesting 
features were brought to light. 

It is certain, as shown by statistics, that 
the most numerous accidents are not the 
result of lack of knowledge and experi- 
ence. More accidents happen to linemen 
of six to ten years’ experience than to 
men of less experience. Startling? Yes, 
and what does such a statement prove? 
Nothing more nor less than that telephone 
men are not careful. 

With every individual exercising a like 
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money assets 


amount of caution, it is logical to suppose 
that the man with the least experience is 
the man most likely to suffer injury. The 
statement is not only logical; its truth can- 
not be doubted. Then we have got to ad- 
mit that we are not as careful as we should 
be. 

Familiarity with dangerous appliances 
must breed contempt for their ability to do 
harm. No man who has driven a mule 
for ten years, being careful to keep his 
distance at all times, will suddenly decide 
that the animal is harmless enough so that 
he can stand behind him and pull his tail. 
Yet linemen will go along year after year 
without being injured until they think they 
are immune to injury—and then it is, in so 
many words, that they pull the mule’s tail 


and get kicked into kingdom come. 


One of the most important considera- 
tions in the promotion of safety, outside of 
the use of commonsense, is the use of 
proper tools. It has been proved that 
many accidents result when a belt, which 
has been used much longer than its al- 
loted time for serviceability will stand for, 
snaps. Spurs are often used long after 
they should have been discarded, simply 
because the expenditure of a few dollars 
is necessary for a new set. 

Would it not be the best sort of life 
insurance investment for a man to keep his 
equipment in shape? A few dollars spent 
on a new set of spurs might have saved 
him from total disability or death in many 
cases. 

There is one item of expense connected 
with accidents which many small com- 
panies probably fail to realize. Employes’ 
compensation insurance is required by law 
of every concern having in its employ more 
than three persons. This requirement will 
take in practically every telephone company 
in the country. 

Naturally, inasmuch as this law makes 
a company pay out a set amount of money 
on insurance, whether or not it wants to, 
the amount of the premium is small, or 
should be small. But the premium is set 
in direct ratio with the losses by accident 
in the state. The fewer accidents reported, 
the smaller the premium will be. But the 
startling thing at present is, despite the 
movement toward more care and greater 
safety, that the premium is on the rise in- 
stead of on the decline, indicating beyond 
doubt that accidents are increasing rather 
than decreasing 








Fort Wayne Cuts Over to Automatic 


Placing in Service Saturday Morning, May 30, of Strowger Automatic System 
Marks Completion of Two Years’ Work of Rebuilding the System of the 
Home Telephone & Telegraph Co. in Fort Wayne, Ind.—Details of the Cutover 


At 12:10 Saturday morning, May 30, the 
long-heralded automatic telephone system 
for Fort Wayne, Ind., became an accom- 
plished fact, the culmination of more than 
two years of intensive work in planning 
and rebuilding the city’s entire telephone 
system, 

Nearly 25,000 telephones, served from 
the two telephone offices, whose new names 
are Anthony and Harrison, were involved 
in the cutover, which officials of the tele- 
phone company declared to be one of the 
smoothest and most successful ever ac- 
complished. 

Long before the hour set for the cut- 
over, the outside plant and automatic equip- 
ment were ready and thoroughly tested. 
As the hour for the cutover drew nigh, 
Frank E. Bohn, vice-president and general 
manager of the Home Telephone & Tele- 
graph Co., stationed himself at a magneto 
telephone in the new Anthony office. This 
telephone was connected to a circuit lead- 
ing to similar telephones in both the old of- 
fices and in the new Harrison office, and 
was used as an order wire for giving in- 
structions for the various necessary opera- 
tions. 

As the Friday evening traffic died down 


automatic switches from the subscriber’s 
lines. Others were stationed at the dis- 
tributing frames in the old manual offices 
and equipped with cutters, ready to sever 
the “jumper” wires connecting the lines to 
the old switchboard on an instant’s notice. 


who dialed the telephone number of th« 
home of Mayor William J. Hosey. When 
the mayor answered, Mr. Bohn said: “Mr. 
Mayor, this is Frank Bohn, of the tele- 
phone company, speaking. I have the 
pleasure of announcing to you that the 














Installation Gang of the Automatic Electric Co. That Did the Fort Wayne Job. 


Finally the signal was given, and the 
work of cutover began. In a few minutes, 
the connection between the subscribers’ 
lines and the new apparatus was complete, 
and the operators in the old exchanges, 




















Anthony Office of the Home Telephone & Telegraph Co. of Fort Wayne. 


in each of the offices, the various crews of 
men prepared for their tasks and stationed 
themselves at the places assigned them. 
Some were stationed at the main distribut- 
ing frames in the new offices, ready to pull 
out the insulating strips that separated the 


loyal until the last minute, left their places 
at the manual switchboards for the last 
time. The automatic telephone had become 
a fact in Fort Wayne. 

The first call to be carried over the new 
system was made by Vice-President Bohn, 
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automatic telephone system for Fort 
Wayne is an accomplished fact, that this 
call I am now making to you is the first to 
be carried over the new system.” 

“In the name of the 
people of Fort Wayne, Mr. Bohn, I con- 
gratulate you, as a representative of the 
telephone company, for having successfully 
placed this splendid new system in opera- 
I have no doubt that it will mark 
one of the most important civic improve- 
ments Fort Wayne has ever known.” 


The mayor replied: 


tion. 


A little later, Mayor Hosey confirmed 
this acceptance by issuing the following 
formal statement: “Fort Wayne has many 
things of which it is justly proud, but none, 
I believe, of greater importance to the 
prosperity and welfare of its people than 
its latest acquisition—a complete new tele- 
phone system, built with an eye to the 
city’s future development, and embodying 
equipment which is known the world over 
as the last word in the art of telephony. 

“No city can grow appreciably, no city 
can long prosper, except its people and its 
business units are provided with an efficient 
means of social and business communica- 
tion. The Home Telephone & Telegraph 
Co. has just reason to be proud of the part 
it has played in meeting these needs. 

In accepting the new automatic telephone 
system for the people of Fort Wayne, ! 
take pleasure in extending my heartiest con 
gratulations to the officials and employes of 
the telephone company for having planned 
so wisely and for providing us with what 
I firmly believe will be of far-reaching in 
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New Harrison Office of the Home Telephone & Telegraph Co. of Fort Wayne. 


fluence in making our city bigger, happier 

and more prosperous.” f = 
Apparently many Fort Wayne telephone 

users sat up to try out the service, for 


View in Anthony Office. 


shortly after midnight, the automatic 
switches began to click the telephone calls 
through to completion. 

As the morning wore on and the city = 
began its regular activities, the load of 
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A View of the Connector Switches in the Fort Wayne Anthony Office. 
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trafic began to increase. The faint, regu- 
lar click-click-click of the switches be- 
came more insistent, and the apparatus, 
prepared through months of careful work, 


Power Equipment at Anthony Office. 


received its final test—that of use. Friend 
called friend by means of the dial, which 
over night had displaced the long familiar 
operator, and, while a few forgot the care- 
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Line Switches and Main Frame Which Are Now in Service in Fort Wayne, Ind. 


Chester M. Sells, in Charge of Installation 


for the Automatic Electric Co. 
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H. E. Gray, General Plant Superintendent. 


fully-published instructions and tried to 

dial the old numbers, the great majority of 
calls went through without the least trouble 
or delay. 

The telephone company had set the cut- 
over for Friday midnight so as to take ad- 
vantage of the comparatively light traffic 
of Memorial Day and the Sunday follow- 
ing for the clearing up of what few minor 
readjustments might be needed, but al- 
though the heavier as the 
morning hours passed, very few of these 
developed, largely because the entire system 
is practically new. 

The new automatic switchroom of the 
exchange presents an exceedingly neat and 
businesslike appearance. The _ switches 
themselves, intricate mechanisms apparent- 
ly with brains all their own, are arranged 
-on steel racks placed in rows, the racks 


trafic grew 


F. X. Staub, Equipment Engineer. 


having a bright aluminum finish and the 
switches individually covered with gray 
enameled steel covers. 

While the primary purpose of the new 
exchange is to connect automatically any 
subscriber in the system with any other 
subscriber, there is always a considerable 
mass of traffic incidental to this, and which 
must deviate from the routine prescribed 
for ordinary subscriber-to-subscriber call- 
ing. Of this class of calls are the in and 
out long distance traffic, and the specia! 
those to the 
information and repair desk attendants and 


service calls which include 


to the fire or police departments. 


In rebuilding the telephone system, the 
telephone company has given especial at- 
tention to these phases of the service. In 
the new Anthony office, there has been in- 


Cc. G. Slater, Operating Department. 


stalled the latest available equipment for 
rendering directory and other information 
service to subscribers, and complete new 
switchboards for the repair and test clerks. 

The various 
change are of the most up-to-date to be 


appointments of the ex- 
had. The business offices on the first floor 
are spacious and pleasingly arranged so 
that all necessary business with subscribers 
may be transacted with maximum comfort 
and expedition. 

The basement of the building contains 
the boiler room and the power plant of the 
telephone exchange, including an immense 
storage battery and regular and reserve 
charging generators. 

On the top floor of the building, besides 
the long distance switchboard already men- 
tioned, are various appointments installed 
for the comfort and convenience of em- 




















E. L. Gaines, Traffic Superintendent of 
Home Company of Fort Wayne. 


Frank E. Bohn, Vice-President and General 
Manager. 


O. Marahrens, Secretary of the Home Tele- 
phone & Telegraph Co., Fort Wayne. 
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ployes, including a cafeteria and kitchen 
fitted with the most modern appliances 
money can buy, dining rooms, restrooms, 
locker rooms and a spacious assembly hall. 


During the installation of the equipment, 
the various technical employes of the tele- 
phone company had been busy studying 
the new system with the view of maintain- 
ing the equipment in perfect order at all 
times. 

One of the chief advantages of the auto- 
matic system, it is said, is that by the 
inauguration of carefully-devised schedules 
of routine testing and adjusting, it is the 
aim to forestall troubles rather than to 
correct them after the subscriber has dis- 
To 
the oper- 


covered them. 
this end, 
ating department of 
the Automatic 
Electric Co., 
sented by C. G. 


repre- 


Slater, has for 


some time _ past 
been conducting a 
school for employes 
telephone 
company, with the 
result that the com- 
pany is now thor- 
oughly organized 
for the maintenance 
of the service at a 
very high standard. 

This article 
would not be com- 
plete without a 
word of praise for 
those who have 
been responsible for 
the bringing of the 
installation to a 
smooth conclusion, 
The work of in- 
Stallation was car- 
ried on in a very 
efficient manner by Chester M. Sells, 
assisted by a group of some 43 installers 
from the Automatic Electric Co., 
laboration with the engineering and main- 
tenance staff of the Home Telephone & 
Telegraph Co. 

The cut-over was attended by a large 
number of visitors, including T. C. Thomp- 
son, general superintendent; O. V. Dodge, 
sales manager; F. L. Baer, assistant chief 
engineer; Roy Owens, sales engineer; H. 
E. Clapham, advertising manager; H. P. 
Mahoney, superintendent of installation and 
operation; John Wicks, development de- 
partment, and C. G. Slater, operating de- 
partment—all of the Automatic Electric 
Co.; C. M. Niezer, president; Frank E. 
john, first vice-president and general man- 


of the 





Pao 


in col- 


ager; O. Marahrens, secretary ; H. E. Gray, 
gencral plant superintendent; E. L. Gaines, 
tra‘ic superintendent; and F. X. Staub, 
equipment engineer, all of the Home Tele- 


Phone & Telegraph Co. 


yet finyay 


TELEPHONY 


Other visitors from out of town included 
Hart Farwell and A. L. Staderman of the 
Citizens Telephone Co., Terre Haute, Ind. ; 
Vic. Hensel, Peninsular Telephone Co., 
Tampa, Fla.; R. K. Judy, St. Marys Tele- 
phone Co., St. Marys, Ohio; A. O. Black, 
People’s Telephone Co. of Butler, Butler, 

Jas. A. Rae, Sioux City Telephone 
Co., Sioux City, Iowa, and F. O. Cuppy, 
Lafayette Telephone Co., Lafayette, Ind. 


Lincoln, Neb., Cut Over to Two- 
Wire Automatic. 

The Lincoln Telephone & Telegraph Co. 

made a cutover on May 24 of the larger 


part of its Lincoln exchange from the 
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‘AVTOMATIC TELEPHONE 
SYSTEM 


will be placed in del 
at 12 o'clock Midnig 


friday Night May: 29 


THE: FROME TELEPHONE & TELEGRAPH Co. 





Page Advertisement in Fort Wayne Journal Gazette of May 26. 


three-wire to the two-wire system. Here- 
after all of its service will be of this char- 
acter. It has expended over half a mil- 
lion dollars in equipping the exchange with 
the latest switch stacks and instruments, 
part of it from depreciation account and 
part representing capital expenditures. 

The exchange is entirely automatic, serv- 
ing all of the suburbs as well as the city 
proper. The new switches are 
encased, in groups 6f 100, and the entire 
reconstruction has been made along ap- 
proved lines that will aid in giving better 
service at less maintenance cost. 

All of the time that this equipment was 
being placed in the central office, the old 
exchange, part of which was represented 
in the original installation 22 years ago, 
was giving satisfactory service. This was 
made possible by the carrying out of well- 
laid plans. Jacks were placed under the 
switch stands, and these were raised to the 
ceiling evenly and rested finally on a false 


glass- 








23 
floor. This allowed room for the new 
switches to be installed underneath. 

The compact character of the new 


switchboard equipment solves a question 
that was troubling the company, that of 
space. The increase has been in excess of 
calculations, and the officials were facing 
the need of taking more of the building for 
switch room. This has been avoided for a 
number of years. 

The delicate character of the task and 
the skill necessary in handling the various 
mechanical problems that arose made the 
job a difficult one, but the officials are con- 
gratulating themselves that it 
accomplished without any 
venture. 


has been 


serious misad- 


Province of Ontario, Canada, Has 
Over 476,000 Telephones. 

In TeELepHONY of April 25, page 40, 
appeared a news item stating that “there 
104,000 telephones in use in 
province of Ontario, Canada, 


are now the 
according to 
the annual report of the Ontario Railway 
& Municipal This 
doubtedly the 

telephone for the de- 
partment of the Bell Telephone Co. of 


Canada has furnished us with the follow- 


Board.” figure un- 


referred to locally-owned 


systems, statistical 


ing figures for the province of Ontario: 


Number of telephones operated by 
St I iv inca edcte an sgnead 366,801 
Number of telephones operated by 
locally-owned systems which con- 


_nect with Bell company.......... 96,244 

Number of telephones operated by 
locally-owned systems having no 
connection with Bell company.... 13,009 
RENCCa tal tndaaddemisaranneree 476.054 


The city of Toronto alone had 142,405 
telephones on December 31, 1924. 

The telephone in Canada has grown five 
times faster than the population during the 
past ten years. In that period the popula- 
tion has increased about 2 per cent and the 
number of new telephones 
cent a year. 


by over 10 per 


Western Pennsylvania Convention 
at Conneaut Lake Park. 

The annual summer convention of the 
western district of the Pennsylvania State 
Telephone & Traffic Association will be 
held at Conneaut Lake Park on July 23 
and 24. 

This meeting will be preceded on 
Wednesday, July 22, by a one-day confer- 
ence of executives and auditors of Classes 
A, B and C member companies of the 
United States Independent Telephone As- 
sociation from Ohio, 


New York. 


Pennsylvania and 


Prices in the Metal Markets. 
New York, June 
electrolytic, 
Steady ; 
7.10c. 


1—Copper—Steady ; 
spot and futures, 135¢c. Zinc 
East St. Louis, spot and futures, 
Antimony—Spot, 17.00c. 
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It Is Easy to Begin 
the Conversion of 
Your Property 


Your small outlying exchanges offer an easy means of 
taking a decisive step towards modernizing your system. 


The Strowger Automatic Satellite, installed in com- 
munities now served by small manual boards or heavily 
loaded rural lines, turns such properties into revenue 
producers and frees you from much of the burden and 
expense that the employment of operators entails. 


The Strowger Automatic Satellite is a complete auto- 
matic operating unit connected by means of trunks to the 
parent exchange, which may be either automatic or manual. 
Local service is full automatic and is absolutely independent 
of the trunk. 


Facilities are provided so that automatic subscribers 
desiring services that require human attention, such as long 
distance, information, etc., can reach an operator in the 
parent exchange by dialing a designated number. 


The equipment is easily maintained by means of weekly Aufomati le 


or bi-weekly visits, when all needed tests or adjustments 











are made. Factory and @ Chi 

It will pay you to investigate the advantages of the r oo 
2 H s * ' International Telephone Saleq Corp, 
Strowger Automatic Satellite exchange as applied to your Seach’ Taedeeass SE 
own conditions. Our sales engineers are at your service. Automatic Telephone Mfs. @-.... 
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When writing to Autematic Blectric Co., please mention TELEPHONY. 
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This illustration shows how the Strowger 
Automatic Satellite is serving telephone com- 
panies in all parts of the country. 


Adapted to your particular needs, the 
Strowger Automatic Satellite will: 


Render modern automatic service to subscribers 
in outlying districts. 


Meet completely every traffic and service require= 
ment in your outlying communities. 


Eliminate all operator expense for outlying 


exchanges. 
tn le Make supervision easier. 
and @ Chicazo, Illinois Save dry=cell renewal expense. 


AWPANIES Make possible a gradual conversion of your 


Sale Corporation. ........... New York 


Tt property to Strowger Automatic, without 
wie, eo heavy initial investment. 


rhomson-Houston., . . Paris 
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When writing to Automatic Electric Co., please mention TELEPHONY 



























What Is Your Company Doing: 


In the “You and I” column of the La 
Porte (Ind.) Herald-Argus, the columnist 








utility representative, not at all of the 
type that prevailed a score of years ago. 


Chats About Company Doings. 


By Stan.ey R. Epwarps. 


The Emporia Telephone Co., Emporia, S@ys: He makes it one of his chief duties to 
Kans., is using desk blotters, 24 ins. by “The spirit of cooperation in public en- build up good will for his company. How 
19 ins., to advertise its toll service. The  terprises always exhibited by Frank V. well he has succeeded is demonstrated by 


Newman, manager of the LaPorte Tele- 
phone Co., has been especially notable in 
the aid he and his concern have given 


blotters are printed on both sides and, in 
addition to giving station-to-station rates 
to various points, suggest the placing of 


the high regard with which he is held 
in the community.” 
Knowing Mr. Newman does not believe 


ai 


| “Place Your Call From This Room! 


| HER VOICE. f 
| Can easily be recognized regardless of distance or weather—talk to her this evening | 


Ki SN CALL YOUR FRIENDS TONIGHT 2, 


THERE IS A LONG LONG TRAIL 
How You May Talk With WINDING 10 ¥°UR. OLD HOME 
Those at Home 


ob 
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See How Reasonable Are 
Long Distance Rates 


“S 





































1 This Company offers Long Distance service so 
classified as to give the subscriber the opportunity 
of selecting the particular class of call best suited 
to his needs under given conditions. -_ 


These classifications are: 

| Station to Station Calls—This service is quick- 
er and costs less. Use it if you will talk to any- 
one who answers the telephone at the number 
you call. 


Evening Station to Station calls (8:30 p. m. to 
midnight) are half the day rate—minimum 25c. 


Night Station to Station calls (midnight to 4:30 
a. m.) are one-fourth the day rate—minimum 25c. 


Person to Person calls (calls to a particular per- 
son) cost one-fourth more than station to station 
issued Sept. 1, 1924 day 















Station to Station day calls are figured at ap- 
proximately five-eighths of one cent per mile air 
line distance. You can appreciate best how reas- 
onable is this service when you bear in mind that 
by telephone you not only deliver your message 
satisfactorily, but instantly have your reply. 
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| Ask Long Distance For Further Information Peter. | ol at» 
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Ask Long Distance For Further Information 
Place your call—give operator class of service desired—Retire—Operator will call you when ready 


| The Emporia Telephone Company ! 








Good Local Service at Reasonable Rates 


——— 
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Advertising Toll Service by Means of Desk Blotters Placed in Hotel Rooms, Lobbies and Writing Rooms. 


a call to the traveler’s home. The arrange- The Herald-Argus and the Radio Club, in 

ment of the printed matter and calendar Inc., in broadcasting basketball games 

on the blotter is shown in the illustration during the past season. 

on this page. Other companies undoubted- Whenever possible, Mr. 

ly will find this of interest. eliminated charges in 
“We place these blotters in all the rooms 


“free service,” we asked him “How 
come?” in regard to the item and received 
this full explanation: 

“The town itself, has gone crazy with 
basketball fever, LaPorte winning the sec- 


Newman has 
connection with 








of hotels that have telephones in them,” 
says R. E. Long, traffic superintendent of 
the Emporia company, “also on writing 
tables and desks in lobbies and writing 
rooms. 

“We have found this a very good way 
to advertise our night and evening rates. 
It has increased our toll business from 
hotels and more than pays its way.” 





relaying accounts of out-of-town games 
to LaPorte for broadcasting. During local 
games The Herald-Argus has been fur- 
nished a through line to the high school 
gymnasium. At all times he has gone to 
considerable trouble and given his per- 
sonal attention to overcoming difficulties 
in connection with informing the public 
about the games. 

Mr. Newman is a new kind of public 


26 


tional championship. We have a broad- 
casting station in LaPorte, WRAF. When 
the games are played at the LaPorte High 
School, the telephone company furnishes 
a desk telephone at the High School and 
a line direct to the broadcasting station 
and, by means of remote control, the game. 
play by play, is broadcasted direct. 
Whenever the LaPorte High Schoo! 
team plays in South Bend, Michigan City 
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OUR maintenance troubles and 

interruptions to service would be 
eliminated by the adoption of this 
self-cleaning sawtooth protection: 


A Cable Terminal that will last the 
life of cable, embodying all features 
necessary to lower upkeep cost. 


Self-Cleaning. 





A 27 
Terminal 


N Arrester built in ‘accordance 
with some of the best of en- 
dgineers’ ideas. 


Sanctioned and approved by the 
National Board of Fire Underwriters. 


977 DD Self-Cleaning. 


Station Arrester 





ENTRAL Office Protection 

rugged in construction, avoiding 

petty troubles usually found in this 
class of equipment. 


Self-Cleaning. 








leciric Company 
101—20 Pr. Bank 


Central Office Protector 3145 CARROLL AVE. CHICAGO, ILL. 











When writing Reliable Electric Co. please mention TELEPHONY. 
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and other nearby towns, the LaPorte 
Herald-Argus rents a long distance line 
for the purpose of receiving the game, play 
by play, and then it is relayed to the an- 
nouncer at the broadcasting station. The 
toll line is not connected direct to the 
microphone. 

The newspaper pays the station-to-sta- 
tion rate for the length of time the long 
distance line is in use and also the installa- 
tion fee for the telephone that is installed 
at the gymnasium where the games are 
being played. 

In the article it is stated that I have 
eliminated charges in connection with re- 
laying the out-of-town games. This means 
only where the LaPorte Telephone Co.’s 
toll fines are used entirely and not when 
the lines of other companies are used. 
This might create a wrong impression to 
the telephone fraternity that I was giving 
free service over toll lines of other com- 
panies. 

Special information service has also been 
given to telephone patrons, enabling them 
to obtain results of the games where they 
have no radio. I am a believer in good 
public relations and building-up a_ fine 
spirit of cooperation, especially with the 
local newspaper. This always works out 
to a mutual advantage as we receive many 
inches of reading matter, without charge. 
concerning matters of interest to the pub- 
lic from a telephone user’s standpoint.” 


Robert L. Parker, general manager 
Mutual Telephone Co., Traer, Iowa, had 
an experience returning from the recent 
Iowa convention that he will not soon for- 
get. He was fortunate, however, in it as 
to its cost. The Times-Republican of Mar- 
shalltown, Iowa, told this story of his ad- 
venture under a Traer date line: 





“Our genial Robert Parker recently had 
an interesting experience coming home 
from Des Moines. While in the city he 
bought a ten-cent ‘ruby’ ring for his 
young On the train he shared his 
seat with a telephone lineman from Rein- 
beck. The ring was a good imitation and 
Mr. Parker took it out of an envelope and 
showed it to the Reinbeck man. 

The latter inquired what the ring was 
worth. Mr. Parker, in fun, replied very 
soberly, ‘Oh, not more than $1,500.’ 

Two travelers just behind began to show 
great interest in the conversation. When 
Mr. Parker left the train the two men 
behind also rose. They jostled Mr. Parker 
in the aisle, but he thought nothing of it, 
supposing it was an accident. 

Shortly after, he missed the envelope 
containing the ring. He is quietly chuck- 
ling and wondering what the two pick- 
pockets said when they discovered the 
true value of the ‘$1,500’ ruby.” 


son. 





The United Telephone Voice, the 
monthly publication of the employes of the 
United Telephone Co., Abilene, Kans., 


TELEPHONY 


under the heading, “What the United Tel- 
ephone Co. Is to the Business Life of 
Abiline,” printed the following interesting 
data: 
Population (1924)........... 
Number of United Telephone 
Co. employes at Abiline... 
Number of United Telephone 
Co. employes, heads ol 
OS SE eee ae 
Number of people directly 
dependent on the wages 
received from the United 
Telephone Co. 370 
Amount of monthly wages. .$ 13,363.50 


5,041 
150 


110 


ee 


Amount of yearly wages.... 160,362.00 
Taxes paid by the United 
Telephone Co. in 1924.... 10,642.26 


The point developed by this data was 
made in these words: 

“The interest of the telephone company 
and the community it serves are inter- 
dependent.” 

Data like the foregoing is excellent mat- 
ter to place before the people of a com- 
pany’s community—and the point made 
cannot be too widely published. 





Several hundred radio aerials in Sioux 
City, Iowa, now connected with telephone 
poles, must be connected in some other 
way, within the next few weeks in order 
to decrease hazards to life and property, 
James A. Rae, vice-president and general 
manager of the Sioux City Telephone 
Co. recently announced in the local news- 
papers. 

Following a checkup of several days, in 
which it was reported that many exceed- 
ingly dangerous situations were discov- 
ered, owners of radios with aerials con- 
nected to telephone poles will be required 
to remove them, Mr. Rae declared. Nearly 
1,000 radio aerials of more than 2,000 in 
Sioux City, now are connected with tele- 
phone poles, according to estimates by 
radio dealers, but Mr. Rae believes this 
estimate too high, according to figures 
obtained in the company survey. 

In many places, bare aerial wires were 
found close to high voltage light and 
power wires in such a way as to be dan- 
gerous to telephone company employes, as 
~well as to the buildings and persons near 
the radio sets, when the wires are whipped 
by the wind. Specific instances of a pub- 
lic institution with a bare aerial wire near 
a wire carrying 2,300 volts, and of north 
side homes with like conditions, were given 
by Mr. Rae. 

These conditions have been caused by 
persons putting up aerials who did not 
know what they were doing and by per- 
sons who did know but did not care how 
dangerous they left these aerials,” de- 
clared Mr. Rae. “We know of several 
fires in homes, and of wireless sets burned 
up, due to the way in which aerials have 
been put up. 

It is coming to the time of the year 
when during rain storms, conditions will 
be more dangerous, due to wet wires and 
lightning. 
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The telephone company does not want to 
be unreasonable, but we feel we must pro- 
tect our employes and our property and 
should let the people know just how they 
themselves are endangered by these condi- 
tions. They should protect their lives and 
property by taking all the precautions 
necessary. 

We have notified all radio dealers that 
they must not use our poles and in the 
next few days we will mail, to all having 
wires on our poles, a letter stating our 
position. 

We cannot ask some people to remove 
wires from our poles without asking all to 
do so. We hope all will see we are doing 
what we know to be for the good of every 
one.” 





“You will recall that at the Peoria (III.) 
convention,” writes Frank V. Newman, 
general manager of the LaPorte Tele- 
phone Co., LaPorte, Ind. “that Miss 
Gladys Hamilton, of Jacksonville, Ill, 
read a paper (TELEPHONY of January 3, 
1925). She was the only person on the 
program to boost her town, and also ex- 
plained the ‘Courtesy Campaign’ conducted 
by the Chamber of Commerce of Jackson- 
ville. 

I followed this up and obtained details 
of the courtesy campaign from the secre- 
tary of the Chamber of Commerce and 
interested our own chamber to the extent 
that we have planned a courtesy campaign 
along the same lines for LaPorte. Natur- 
ally, having advocated the idea, I have been 
named on the committee to conduct the 
campaign. 

LaPorte has adopted the slogan, ‘Me for 
LaPorte,’ and is to put on a style, auto- 
mobile and Made-in-LaPorte show. The 
big idea is to endeavor to convince La- 
Porte people that they should buy at home 
and not patronize mail-order houses. 


At present I am vice-president of the 
LaPorte Chamber of Commerce, chair- 
man of its membership and housing com- 
mittees, president of the Kiwanis Club, 
and in many other civic and social activi- 
ties—all this with the idea of building 
public relations. 

I know you are a strong advocate in 
your columns of the telephone companies 
representatives being active in local do- 
ings, and it appears to me that telephone 
company representatives have taken heed, 
for I note from your items many of the 
telephone company representatives are be- 
ing elected to the presidency of the Cham- 
ber of Commerce and accepting other of- 
fices in civic bodies.” 





Mr. Newman’s letter presents an excel- 
lent argument in favor of telephone peo- 
ple letting others know what they are do- 
ing, for undoubtedly their ideas can be 
utilized with good results. Let TELEPHONY 
know what you are doing, for it may in- 
spire and help others to better things. 
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egs 
Need Mettle to Win 


The experienced judge of race horses places as much 
importance on pedigree as on body conformation, for 
there he can learn what to expect in the way of mettle 
—that spark of spirit which drives any living thing 
to the utmost of its powers. 








The all-important factor in judging telephone batteries 
is also hidden, but behind every French Telephone Cell 
is a long record of past dependable performance. Tele- 
phone executives everywhere have learned from actual 
experience that French Batteries run true to form. That 
is why so many hundreds of telephone companies have 
standardized on French Batteries. 


FRENCH BATTERY COMPANY 
Madison Wisconsin 
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When writing to French Battery Co., please mention TELEPHONY. 
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What the Commissions Are Doing | 


Up-to-the-Minute News Regarding the Activities of State and Interstate Com- 
missions, Courts and City Councils in Matters Concerning Telephone Com- 





panies 


Io's her Rates for Chesterfield Tele- 
phone Co. cf Illinois. 
Increased telephone rates for the Chest- 
ertield Telephone Co., in Medora, Het- 
tick and Chesterfield. Macoupin, county, 
and Rockbridge, county, 
authorized on May 20, by the Illinois 


Greene were 
Commerce Commission, 

The rates for the various communities 
follow : 

Chesterfield—Individual business lines, 
increased from $27 to $33 a year; indi- 
vidual residence lines, $18 to $24; party 
rural lines, $18 to $24. 

Medora—Individual business lines, $27 
to $33; individual residence lines, $19.80 
to $24; party rural lines, $18 to $24. 

Hettick—Individual business lines, $21 
to $27: individual residence lines, $15 to 
$21; party rural lines, $15 to $21. 

Rockbridge—Individual business _ lines, 
$21 to $27; individual residence lines, $15 
to $21; party rural lines, $15 to $21. 

The telephone company was ordered to 
set aside monthly as a reserve for accruing 
depreciation the sum of $298, plus 6 per 
cent of the cost of all additions which may 
be made by the company. 

Evidence presented to the commission 
and investigation of its engineers reveals 
that the operating revenues of the tele- 
phone company during 1924 was $11,206, 
while the operating expenses for the same 
period, including $3,583 for depreciation, 
was $13,869, resulting in a deficit of $2,- 
663. The increased revenue would yield 
a net income of $1,177. 

The original cost of the physical prop- 
erties of the company was $49,674. Heavy 
damage was sustained during the sleet 
storm last December, which has not been 
repaired. It is estimated that $20,000 will 
be required for these repairs and permis- 
sion to issue bonds to that amount has 
been requested but not acted upon. 


Hearings Completed In St. Louis 
Telephone Rate Case. 


Hearings on the Southwestern Bell Tele- 
phone Co.’s application for an increase in 
telephone rates in St. Louis, 
aggregating $894,000 a year came to a 
close before the Missouri Public Service 
Commission on May 21, with a clear in- 
dication that the commission would not 
grant the demand on the city of St. Louis 
for a full valuation of the Bell exchange 
in St. Louis, as a preliminary to any rate 
A decision on the rate application 


business 


order. 


probably will be made within a month. 
Chairman T. J. Brown stated the com- 





mission did not kave sufficient appropria- 
tions to make a full inventory and ap- 
praisal of the Bell exchange in St. Louis 
and take care of other valuation matters 
already pending before the commission. 


Commission Clears Up A Mixed 


Subscriber-Owner Situation. 
The Bladen, Neb., exchange of the 
Glenwood Telephone Co., has been given 
authority to charge $17 a year for serv- 
ice to non-stockholders, the company to 








Pay Close and Constant Attention 
to Management. 


We believe that every effort should be 
made by telephone men to improve their 
service, both in installing better equip- 
ment, in developing greater efficiency 
among the employes and, last but not 
least, in closer and more constant atten- 
tion to the managerial part of the serv- 
ice by the owners and managers, them- 
selves.—L. M. Kraege, secretary, Kan- 
sas Independent Telephone Association. 








furnish and maintain telephone instru- 
ments. To stockholders owning and main- 
taining their instruments, the company is to 
give a discount of $3 a year, to be credited 
when the rental is paid. 

This clears up a situation that the com- 
pany and the commission have had some 
trouble over. Not long ago, on complaint 
of an instrument-owning subscriber, who 
said he was being discriminated against 
because he was charged the same as men 
who did not own a telephone, the com- 
pany was ordered by the commission to 
desist from this practice. After that the com- 
pany filed the application just acted upon. 

At the present time the company has a 
gross rate of $15 a year for everybody, 
making no distinction as to ownership of 
instruments. Its schedule made a discount 
of $3 for those who did own them, but 
the schedule was not being complied with. 
This gave stockholders a net rate of $12, 
and as all the revenues received by the 
company from gross rates in recent years 
were required to operate the plant, it 
made application for an increase. No 
protests were filed. 

There are 216 stockholders, and all re- 
ceive service from the exchange and ail 
under its rules own their instruments. In 
addition 131 non-stockholders are served. 
Fourteen of these purchased and owned 
their instruments. It is proposed that the 
company negotiate with these and either 
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‘Summary of Commission Orders and Schedule of Telephone Hearings 


sell them stock or buy their telephones 
Seven subscribers have two telephones, for 
which they have been paying $19 a year, 
which is, in effect, giving a second tele- 
phone for $4 a year. These will, under the 
new order, pay $17 a year. 

The stockholders now paying $15 a year 
will pay $14 hereafter, while renters now 
paying $15 will pay $17. The increase in 
revenues will be about $125 a year. The 
company has not paid dividends in the past, 
and the only dividend contemplated in the 
future is the 25-cent discount a month, 
which still leaves these stockholders, own- 
ers and bound to maintain their telephones. 


Danvers (Minn.) Rural Company 
Granted Rate Increase. 

The Danvers Rural Telephone Co. was 
authorized by the Minnesota Railroad & 
Warehouse Commission on May 29, to in- 
crease its rate for party line business or 
residence service in Danvers and vicinity, 
from $1 per month net, to $1.50 per month 
gross, subject to a discount of 25 cents for 
prompt payment. The order specifies that 
not more than four patrons are to be 
placed on one line. 

Permission to increase the rural switch- 
ing rate from 80 cents to $1 per month 
was denied, the commission finding that 
there was no evidence to justify the higher 
rate. 

The Danvers Rural Telephone Co., a 
corporation, operates a magneto telephone 
exchange at Danvers, serving approximate- 
ly 29 town and 73 rural stations, and 
performs a switching service for 30 rural 
connecting company stations. 

A statement covering the operations of 
the company for the year 1924 was sub- 
mitted, which shows revenue of $1,829.07, 
and expense of $1,477.20, leaving a net 
income for depreciation and dividends of 
$269.57 after deducting allowance for taxes 
and uncollectable accounts, or 5.89 per cent 
on the investment. 

An analysis of the company’s reports for 
several years past shows that the revenue 
under present rates is insufficient to prop- 
erly operate and maintain the system. The 
company has paid no dividends since it be- 
gan operation. 


Increase to Effect More Advan- 


tageous Sale Denied. 

The Missouri Public Service Commis- 
sion recently denied the application of the 
Ozark Telephone Co., of Dixon, for an 
increase in rates holding that due to the 
failure of the Ozark company to make 
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LYON STEEL EQUIPMENT 


Locker No. 854 


In floor space only 
36 by 20 inches, 
this locker provides 
clothing accommo- 
dations for seven 
personsand haspri- 
vate compartments 
with individval 
locks for smailer 
articles. 





For Personnel as well as 


for Materials 


The development of Lyon Steel Equipment for 
the telephone industry has been based upon the 
needs of the people in the industry as well as 
upon the material requirements of the business. 


For office and exchange and not merely for ware- 
houses and stock rooms, Lyon Engineers, often 
with the help of telephone men, have developed 
special telephone storage equipment. To this 
specialization, lasting quality has been added by 
strong, durable construction and permanent finish. 


Only by looking through Lyon Telephone Equip- 
ment Bulletin 314 can you get a fair conception 
of the place Lyon Steel Equipment occupies in 
your industry. Send for a copy and if you have 
any special problem confronting you, Lyon Engi- 
neers are always ready to help you. 

a" 


| | ‘OW VFN] vy 
yays mt :/ 


NES \y RY KEKKC) 
LYON METALLIC MANUFACTURING CO. 
AURORA - ILLINOIS 






BOSTON 161 Devonshire St. LOS ANGELES 337 Anderson St. 
CLEVELAND _ 815 Superior Ave. CHICAGO 230 E. Ohio St. 
PITTSBURGH 437 Smithfield St. DETROIT 149-159 W. Fort St. 


ROCHESTER 61 South Avenue NEW YORK 342 Madison Avenue 
PHILADELPHIA 1319 Filbert St. 
SAN FRANCISCO 906 Hobart Bidg. 


Authorized Agents in Other Principal Cities 
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Wire Chief 
Material Cabinet Tu-dor Cabinet 
Nine drawers and five For safe storage. 
shelves, occupyin Size 36"x 18"x 78". 
space only 15" x 15", Four shelvesadjust- 
Finishedin green baked able on 1" centers. 
enamel. Three keys Three point lock- 
and master keyed. ing device. 


Li-flat Cabinet 


For maps, trac- 
ings,blue prints, 
etc. Five sizes. 
Five drawers to 
a section. Stand- 
ard green enam- 


el finish. 












Shop Bench 
Three sizes, 3, 6 and 
9 ft. Shipped knocked 


down. Green enamel 
finish. 





Wire Chief’s Rack 


Specially designed for storage of machine 

switching parts. Just over 9 feet long, 18 

inches deep and 7 feet high. Has 102 drawers, 

adjustable shelves, cord hooks, full length 

double doors. Finished in green baked 
enamel. 





A A 


When writing to Lyon Metallic Mfg. Co 





.. Please mention TELEPHONY. 
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any efforts to restore the telephone serv- 
ice which had been destroyed by the storm 
in December, it had little standing before 
the commission, and that an increase in 
rates should be denied until such time as 
assurance was given that adequate service 
would be restored either by the present 
owner or by his successor. 

The Ozark Telephone Co., furnishing 
telephone service in the towns of Dixon, 
Crocker and Waynesville, applied for an 
increase of 50 cents per month for busi- 
ness service, 25 cents per month for resi- 
dence service, 25 cents per month for Class 
A rural service, and to install toll charges 
between these and to other nearby towns. 

The city of Dixon filed a petition in 
which it stated that the Dixon exchange 
of the Ozark Telephone Co. had been de- 
stroyed by a sleet storm in December, 1924; 
that nothing had been done to remove the 
poles and wires from the streets 
restore service at Dixon; that the Ozark 
company had not been equipped to furnish 
adequate service prior to the destruction of 
its property, and that if the company 
were denied the right to rebuild its line, 
other persons would seek a franchise and 
maintain an adequate system. The city, 
therefore, requested the commission either 
to cancel the company’s right to do busi- 
ness, or to require it to perform the serv- 
ice it was created to perform. 

The commission found that all of the 
stock of the Ozark Telephone Co. was 
owned by B. S. Adams, a resident of St. 
Louis, who had given little attention to 
the affairs of the company, having left 
them to his agents in charge of the 
operation of the property; that Mr. Adams 
did not intend to resume telephone serv- 
ice, but desired the increase in rates in 
order that he might dispose of his hold- 
ings to advantage; that there was no evi- 
dence that the party to whom it was pro- 
posed to sell the stock had the financial 
ability to restore service in the several 
towns in which the company operated; 
that Mr. Adams had stated that he had 
arranged to sell the property to other per- 
sons who would rebuild the line and re- 


or to 


store the service on condition that the in- 
crease in rates applied for was granted. 
The commission further found that it 
would be necessary to charge higher rates 
for telephone service after a restoration 
of the effect 
prior to the sleet storm; that objection 
had been made to granting the increase 
on the ground that the company had here- 
tofore failed to give adequate service; that 
the Ozark Telephone Co. was under obliga- 
maintain adequate 
service at its exchanges and on its toll 
that the commission was disposed 
the Ozark Telephone Co. the 
preference in the restoration of service, 
but that there was little excuse for the 
long delay suffered, and unless the Ozark 
company undertook to reestablish service 


property than had been in 


tions to restore and 
lines: 


to give 
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within 30 days and gave the commission 
substantial assurance to that effect, the 
commission would then consider allowing 
others to establish service in the field now 
occupied by the Ozark company. 


Telephone Number Held to Be 
Part of Company Good Will. 

In the case of Gregg vs. Nachtrieb and 
the Ohio Bell Telephone Co. the Ohio 
court of common pleas recently restrained 
the individual defendant, who had sold his 
business to the plaintiff, from 
using his former telephone number and 
business classification or listing himself in 
the telephone directory under his former 
business name. 

The plaintiff alleged that he purchased 
from the individual defendant all the 
assets, business and good will of the How- 
ard Express Co.; that in the conduct of 
the business so purchased by him a tele- 
phone was necessary and was a part of 
the good will of the business; that plain- 
tiff had the right to the use of such tele- 
phone number, business classification and 
name, to-wit: 1767, Howard 
Lakewood that the indi- 
vidual defendant had ordered the telephone 
removed by the Ohio Bell Telephone Co. 
and that unless restrained the latter would 
move the telephone to the present place of 
business of the individual defendant, all 
to the great damage of plaintiff. 


express 


Lakewood 
Express, etc.; 


A temporary granted. 
The telephone company filed a motion to 


dissolve the injunction for the reason that 


injunction was 


the petition showed no cause of action 
against it or any sufficient grounds for the 
issuance of an injunction against it. 

The court of common pleas held: That 
the individual defendant would be enjoined 
from engaging in the expressing business 
within three miles of his former place of 
business and “from using in any manner 
in his business, or otherwise, the telephone 
number and business classification, Lake- 
wood 1767, Howard Lakewood Express, 
1370 West 117th street, Lakewood, Ohio, 
as appears in the telephone directory of 
the Ohio Bell Telephone Co., issued 
November 19, 1924, or listing himself in 
any directory to be published by the Ohio 
Bell Telephone Co. in the future as the 
Howard Lakewood Express Co. or the 
Howard Express Co., and that judgment 
may be and is hereby rendered against the 
defendant, Howard L. Nachtrieb, for 
plaintiff's costs herein.” 


Special Master Commissioner to 
Hear Tacoma-Seattle Cases. 

The telephone rate cases, now pending 
in the federal courts of Tacoma and Seat- 
tle, Wash., will be heard by a special 
master commissioner. The decision was 
made by Judge Frank H. Rudkin of the 
circuit court of appeals, and District Judge 
Jeremiah J. Neterer and J. Stanley Web- 
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ster, John T. Condon, dean of the Uni- 
versity of Washington law school, was 
appointed as the special master commis- 
sioner, 

The hearings before Mr. Condon will 
include testimony and argument on the new 
telephone rates put in force by the com- 
panies. The efforts of the state and the 
cities of Tacoma, Seattle and Spokane to 
block the establishment of the new rates 
failed when the companies took the mat- 
ter into the federal courts. The district 
judges at first declined to interfere, but 
the United States Supreme Court over- 
ruled the decision and ordered the case 
tried on its merits. 

The taking of testimony before Mr. 
Condon is expected to take at least six 
weeks. 
the 


side is 


His decision will be reviewed by 
three federal judges, and, if either 
with the verdict, the 
appeal will be made directly to the United 
States Supreme Court. 


dissatisfied 


“Financial Position Precarious 
One at Best,” Says Commission. 


The Wisconsin Railroad Commission, on 
May 21, authorized the Murry Farmers 
Telephone Co. to increase its rates to sub- 
scribers in and about Weyerhauser to the 
schedule now being charged to its sub- 
scribers in and about the village of Bruce. 
The net monthly schedule follows: 


Local Service— 
Business subscribers 
Residence subscribers 
Extension telephones 
Extension bells 


Rural Service— 


pian ae $2.25 net 
1.75 net 
sera eal 75 net 
Serer rrr 25 net 


Rural business subscribers..... $2.00 net 
Rural residence subscribers... 1.50 net 
Extension telephones ......... 75 net 
Extension bells .............. 25 net 


As stated in the commission's opinion in 
this proceeding, “The Murry Farmers 
Telephone Co. is a public utility furnishing 
telephone service in and about the villages 
of Bruce and Weyerhauser in the western 
part of Rusk county. The company’s sub- 
scribers are divided between two ex- 
changes, 15 local business, 19 local resi- 
dence and 63 rural subscribers being served 
by the company’s own exchange at Weyer- 
hauser, while 188 rural subscribers located 
tributary to Bruce receive switching serv- 
ice from the Wisconsin Telephone Co.'s 
exchange at that point. 

In 1921 the applicant company took over 
the property and subscribers of the Ama- 
coy Telephone Co., the property and sub- 
scribers of the Weyerhauser & Island 
Lake Telephone Co. being taken over two 
years later. No authority having hereto- 
for been sought or given in the way of 
uniform rate schedules, the company now 
finds itself in possession of three separate 
schedules. 

The authorization of the rates applied 
for should increase the company’s revenues 
by about $250 per year. Any doubt as to 
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The New 
Closed Cab 


A roomy, comfortable 
all steel cab with seat- 
ing accommodations for 
three people. 


Complete ventilation 
facilities. 


Removable panels at 
rear of Cab. 


Rubber floor mat; two 
dispatch boxes. 


7 = VG & 


When writing to Ford Motor Company, please mention TELEPHONY. 
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Secure Against 
Storm and Theft 


Protection for your driver and your merchandise 
is assured with this standard Ford cab and body. 


A weather-proof canopy roof, side curtains, screen 
sides and end doors keep the contents as safe as 
in your own warehouse, and the closed cab pro- 
tects the driver in inclement weather. 


Merchants and manufacturers who have had goods 
damaged by rain, snow, sun or cold, or stolen from 
an open truck, will welcome this security to be 
obtained at the popular Ford prices. And the 
dependable operation of the truck itself assures 
timely delivery under conditions, good or bad. 


If you are interested in securing safe transporta- 
tion for your merchandise, ask your nearest Auth- 
orized Ford Dealer to give you a demonstration 
of Ford equipment and to show you how it will 
save time and money in your business. 


Price Complete $560 F. O. B. Detroit 


Sora 
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the necessity of this increase is dispelled 
by an examination of the company’s in- 
come account for 1924 which shows a de- 
ficit of $795.02 before providing for de- 
preciation and interest requirements. 

The company’s present financial situa- 
tion is a precarious one at best, and al- 
though the rates now applied for will offer 
some relief it is evident that available 
revenues will continue to fall short of re- 
quirements. The commission, however, 
has been asked to pass upon the schedule 
of rates specifically set forth in the com- 
pany’s application rather than upon a 
schedule which would be adequate and for 
which an amended application would be 
necessary. The rates applied for will be 
approved.” 


Rate Increase Approved for Wis- 


consin Rural Company. 
The Wisconsin Railroad Commission 
rendered a decision on May 21, authorizing 
the Washington Telephone Co., of Hill 
Point, to increase its rates from $14 to 
$18 per year. 

The company operates an exchange in 
the unincorporated community of Hill 
Point serving approximately 90 rural sub- 
scribers in the towns of Washington, Bear 
Creek and Franklin in Sauk county. Free 
interchange of service is apparently had 
with the Lone Rock Telephone Co., the 
Lime Ridge Telephone Co. and _ the 
Logansville Telephone Co. The book value 
of the property, which the commission ac- 
cepted for the purposes-of this case, was 
$3,640 as of December 31, 1924, which is 
approximately $41 per station. 

The commission found that in order to 
adequately provide for depreciation and a 
proper return on the investment, the com- 
pany should earn not less than $475 per 
annum for these purposes. The average 
amount available for depreciation and re- 
turn for the past three years was only 
$120.61. The rates authorized will 
yield about $355 of increased revenue, and 
are effective for service rendered on and 
after June 1, 1925. 


new 


Summary of Commission Rulings 
and Schedule of Hearings. 


CALIFORNIA. 

May 22: Associated Telephone Co., op- 
erating telephone exchanges in the cities 
of Long Beach and San Bernardino, au- 
thorized to issue and sell $300,000 of its 
common capital stock, and to use the pro- 
ceeds thereof to reimburse its treasury for 
money expended on capital account. 

May 25: Application filed by the Happy 
Valley Telephone Co., serving the towns of 
Olinda, Oak, Igo and Ono and adjacent 
territory in Shasta county, for permission 
to establish certain charges for the estab- 
lishment and re-establishment of service 
connections, and to file rules and regula- 
tions providing therefor. 

ILLINOIs. 


May 6: Petition of the Carroll County 
Independent Telephone Co. for a rehearing 
in complaint of the Carroll County Inde- 
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pendent Telephone Co. vs. Milledgeville 
Mutual Telephone Co., of alleged invasion 
of territory by defendant company, denied. 
No. 14302. 

May 6: Order approving agreement, 
dated December 1, 1924, between the Home 
Mutual Telephone Co. and the Illinois Bell 
Telephone Co., cancelling an intercorpor- 
ate traffic agreement dated February 1, 
1919, between the Central Union Telephone 
Co., now the Illinois Bell Telephone Co., 
and the Home Mutual Telephone Co., 
Aledo, effective as of December 1, 1924. 
No. 10349. 

May 6: Order approving intercorporate 
agreement dated January 14, 1925, between 
the Commercial Telephone & Telegraph 
Co., and the Farmers Mutual Telephone 
Co., for connection of toll line of the Com- 
mercial Telephone & Telegraph Co. and 
the lines of the Farmers Mutual Telephone 
Co. at a point midway between Sumner 
and Chancey, andthe joint handling of 
toll messages. TA-81. 

May 6: Order approving intercorpor- 
ate agreement dated January 20, 1925, be- 
tween the Commercial Telephone & Tele- 
graph Co. and the Belmont Telephone Co., 
for connection of toll lines of the Commer- 
cial Telephone & Telegraph Co. to the 
lines of the Belmont Telephone Co at Bel- 


mont, and the joint handling of toll 
messages. TA-82. 
May 6: Order approving intercorpor- 


ate agreement dated February 21, 1925, be- 
tween the Illinois Southern Telephone Co. 
and the Commercial Telephone & Tele- 
graph Co., for the connection of the toll 
lines of the Illinois Southern Telephone 
Co., to the lines of the Commercial Tele- 
phone & Telegraph Co. at Carmi, and the 
joint handling of toll messages. TA-83. 

May 13: Order approving supplemental 
agreement dated October 1, 1924, between 
the Illinois Bell Telephone Co. and the 
Fisher Telephone Co., modifying an inter- 
corporate agreement dated March 20, 1920. 
No. 10498. 

May 13: Order approving application 
dated November 28, 1924, for the cancella- 
tion of an intercorporate agreement dated 
February 1, 1919, between the Central 
Union Telephone Co., now the Illinois Bell 
Telephone Co., and A. J. Helmer, Hick- 
man, Ill. No. 10499. 

May 13: Order approving supplemental 
trafic agreement, dated February 1, 1925, 
between the Illinois Bell Telephone Co. 
and the Dixon Home Telephone Co. 
TA-21. 3rd Sup. 

May 13: Order approving supplemental 
agreement dated August 1, 1924, between 
the Illinois Bell Telephone Co. and the 
Wabash Valley Telephone Co. No. 11103. 

May 13: Order directing that the Com- 
mercial Telephone & Telegraph Co. and 
the Dundas Farmers Mutual Telephone 
Co. enter an agreement for the handling 
of messages between Dundas and Olney 
within 90 days; with the alternative to fix 
rates now in dispute. No. 12766. 


May 13: Order cancelling and annul- 
ling suspension of rate schedule Ill. C. C. 1 
of the New Milford Telephone Co.; and 
authorizing company to place in effect as 
of June 1, 1925, this rate schedule, upon 
certain conditions. No. 14939. 

May 13: Order cancelling suspension 
of rate schedule Ill. C. C. 1 of the Farm- 
ers Union Telephone Co. for service in 
Cherry Valley and vicinity; and authoriz- 
ing company to place in effect June 1, 
1925, this rate schedule, upon certain con- 
ditions. No. 14937. 

May 13: Order authorizing the Mar- 
seilles Telephone Co. to execute and de- 
liver its mortgage or deed of trust, dated 
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February 1, 1925, to S. R. Lewis of Mar- 
seilles, as trustee; also to issue and sell 
$7,000 aggregate principal amount of its 
6 per cent sinking fund gold bonds, dated 
February 1, 1925, maturing February 1, 
1935, bearing 6 per cent interest per 
annum, to be sold as to net company not 
less than 95 per cent of their face value 


besides accrued interest thereon. No. 
14778. 
May 13: Petition of the Lincoln Tele- 


phone Co. for a rehearing of petition for 
an emergency order making effective re- 
vised schedules Ill. C. C. 3 for telephone 
service in Lincoln, Elkhart, etc., denied. 
No. 14783. 

May 13: Order suspending until Sep- 
tember 28, 1925, proposed rates for tele- 
phone service in Anna, Union county, 
stated in rate schedule Ill. C. C. 2 of the 
Illinois Southern Telephone Co. No. 15112. 

May 13: Order approving supplemental 
agreement dated October 1, 1924, between 
the Illinois Bell Telephone Co. and the 


Streator Telephone Co., modifying an 
intercorporate agreement dated June 1, 
1919. No. 10747. 1st Sup. 

May 14: Order authorizing the Roa- 


noke Telephone Co. to issue and sell $2,000 
aggregate par amount of its capital stock, 
to be sold so as to net the company not 
less than par. No. 14864. 

May 20: Order approving proposed 
lease of telephone toll property in Illinois 
by the American Telephone & Telegraph 
Co. as lessor, to the Illinois Bell Telephone 
Co. as lessee, as described in lease attached 
to application. No. 15091. 

May 20: Order suspending until Oc- 
tober 10, 1925, proposed rates for telephone 
service in Hudson, county of McLean, 
stated in rate schedule Ill. C. C. 2 of the 
Hudson Telephone Co. No. 15160. 

May 20: Order suspending until Sep- 
tember 28, 1925, proposed rates for tele- 
phone service in Streator, La Salle county, 
stated in rate schedule Ill. C. C. 2 of the 
Streator Telephone Co. No. 15161. 

May 20: Order authorizing the Illinois 
3ell Telephone Co. to establish, effective 
June 1, 1925, rates for telephone service in 
Bellwood, Hillside, Maywood and Melrose 
Park, resulting from the changes in the 
basic rate areas, shown in rate schedule 
IPUC 1, revised sheets 7. No. 15162. 

May 20: Petition of the Carroll County 
Independent Telephone Co. for a rehearing 
on complaint of invasion of its territor) 


by the Lanark Mutual Telephone Co., 
granted. No. 14301. 
May 20: Order approving application 


of the Brown Telephone Co. to discontinue 
telephone service at its Gatch exchange and 
to connect the subscribers to the Shobonier 
exchange. No. 14782. 

May 20: The commission granted the 
Illinois Bell Telephone Co. an increase 0! 
25 cents a month in its residence rates at 
Beardstown and $1 a month on business 
telephones. The new rate for individual 
line business service is now $4.50 per 
month and individual line residence serv- 
ice, $2.50. 

May 20: The commission approved 
schedules of increased rates for the Ches- 
terfield Telephone Co. at Medora, Hettick. 
Chesterfield and Rockbridge. 


June 2: Hearing at Springfield in the 
matter of proposed advance in rates for 
telephone service in Collinsville, stated in 
rate schedule Ill. C. C. 2 of Illinois Bell 
Telephone Co. No. 14447. 

June 3: Hearing at Springfield in the 
matter of application of Chandlerville 
Telephone Co., for an order author:zing 
the issue of $10,000 of common capital 
stock. No. 15123. 
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For seven carefree years young 
John Graves worked in the car shops 
at Orenville, spending his dollars as 
fast as he earned them. Soon after 
his promotion. to foreman, he was 
married and moved to a little white 
house on Orchard Avenue. Life was 
happier than ever, but spare dollars 
were not more plentiful, especially 
after a third member was added to 
the family. 

Then came a day when the plant 
superintendent showed John the wis- 
dom of saving a part of his earnings, 
for the satisfaction it would bring, 
and for protection against emergencies 
and old age. He and his young wife, 

















Who owns the telephone? 


for the first time, learned the difficult 
art of economy, and finally they came 
to know the joys of saving and of 
safe investment. 

Today John Graves, and many 
thousands like him, own the stock of 
the American Telephone and Tele- 
graph Company. This company is 
owned by more people than any other, 
and the great majority of its owners 
—laborers, clerks, housewives, busi- 
ness men and others—have bought 
it with their savings. A\s its business 
has grown, the number of its share- 
holders has increased until now one 
out of every 45 telephone subscribers 
is also a stockholder. 


AMERICAN TELEPHONE AND TELEGRAPH COMPANY 
AND ASSOCIATED COMPANIES 


BELL SYSTEM 


One Policy, One System, Universal Service 





When wr ting to American Telephone and Telegraph Company. please mentior *. .<LEPHONY. 
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June 3: Hearing at Springfield in the 
matter of proposed advance in rates for 
telephone service in Adair, County of Mc- 
Donough, state in rate schedule Ill. C. C. 2 
of Adair Telephone Co. No. 14756. 

Jane 3: Hearing at Springfield in the 
matter of joint application of Chandlerville 
Telephone Co., H. A. Clegg, president, 
and Harry A. Clegg and Charles Cherry, 
partners doing business as Cass County 
Telephone Co., for approval of purchase 
by the Chandlerville Telephone Co. and sale 
by Harry A. Clegg and Charles Clegg, 
partners, doing business as the Cass 
County Telephone Co., of its telephone ex- 
changes at Chandlerville; also application 
by the former, for a certificiate of con- 
venience and necessity, to operate in the 
town of Chandlerville, and for authority 
to issue $10,000 of the capital stock. No. 
15122. 

June 4: Hearing at Springfield in the 
matter of complain relative to invasion of 
territory by Lanark Mutual Telephone Co. 
in furnishing telephone service in rural 
territory in Mt. Carroll township, Carroll, 
of Carroll County Independent Telephone 
Co. No. 14301. 

June 4: Hearing at Springfield in the 
matter of application for approval of sale 
by the Illinois Bell Telephone Co. and 
purchase by the Pike County Telephone 
Co. of the former’s Jacksonville-Quincy 
toll lead extending from Valley City to 
Quincy for the sum of $2,700. No. 15132. 

June 4: Hearing at Springfield in the 
matter of application of Illinois Southern 
Telephone Co. for an order authorizing the 
issuance by it of $100,000 par value of its 
first and refunding 6 per cent series “B” 
gold bonds under its trust deed and secur- 
ing an issue of $2,000,000 par value first 
and refunding gold bonds. No. 15153. 

June 4: Hearing at Springfield in the 
matter of proposed advance in rates for 
telephone service in Washington, Tazewell 
county, and vicinity, as stated in rate 
schedule Ill. C. C. 2 of Washington Home 
Telephone Co. No. 14547. 

June 4: Hearing at Springfield in the 
matter of proposed advance of rates for 
telephone service in Greenview and Menard 
and vicinities, stated in rate schedule III. 
C. C. 3 filed by the Menard Telephone Co. 
No. 14754. 

INDIANA. 

May 20: Hearing on application of the 
Citizens Telephone Co., of Terre Haute, 
to increase its rates in that city. The in- 
crease in rates is being urged by reason of 
a $35,000 increase in its wage scale effec- 
tive as of March 1, 1925, as a result of 
the demands made by the unionized traffic 
department and increases in salaries of 
executives. 

May 22: The commission denied per- 
mission to the Bryant Telephone Co. to 
establish a toll charge between Bryant 
and Pennville. 

MINNESOTA. 

May 29: The commission approved a 
25-cent increase in rates for the Danvers 
Rural Telephone Co., of Danvers, but de- 
nied an increase in the switching rate. 
M-1452. 

Missourt. 

May 25: The commission vacated its 
order of April 10 suspending the new and 
increased rate schedule filed by the Salis- 
bury Home Telephone Co., of Salisbury, 
and authorized the rates to be placed into 
effect July 1. No. 4335. 

May 26: The commission vacated its 
order of February 13 suspending the effec- 
tive date of rate schedule filed by the 
Gerald Telephone Exchange, of Gerald, 


and authorized the increased rates to be- 


No. 4272. 


come effective July 1. 
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May 27: The commission suspended for 
120 days the proposed rate increases 
of the Clinton County Telephone Co. for 
its exchanges at Plattsburg, Turney, Lath- 
rop, Converse, Osborn, Stewartsville, Eas- 
ton, Agency, Trimble, Gower and Temple. 
No. 4388. 

NEBRASKA. 

May 27: Complaint filed by Jamieson, 
Southard & O'Sullivan, of Omaha, that 
Northwestern Bell Telephone Co. is seek- 
ing to enforce inequitable rules with re- 
spect to use and location of telephones 
in client’s cigar store. 

May 28: In the matter of application 
of the Glenwood Telephone Co. for per- 
mission to increase rates on Bladen ex- 
change; ordered that company be author- 
ized to charge $17 a year for non-stock- 
holding subscribers and $14 a year for 
stockholders. 

May 28: Hearing on the application of 
the Dundy County Mutual Telephone Co. 
for permission to increase rates; appear- 
ances for company, C. A. Radcliffe, secre- 
tary; no person heard in protest; evidence 
adduced and matter taken under advise- 
ment. 

May 29: Complaint filed by Mrs. A. 
Myers, of Paxton, that telephone com- 
pany is threatening to cut down trees in 
front of her hotel. She avers that every 
time lightning strikes the company’s poles 
by them, her fuses are blown out. 

New York. 

June 1: Hearing at New York on com- 
plaint of New York Telephone Co. against 
maximum rates fixed by commission in its 
order of January 25, 1923. No. 1789. 

June 5: Hearing at Ogdensburg in the 
case of the City of Ogdensburg vs. the 
Northern New York Telephone Corp. in 
regard to rates effective July 1, 1923. No. 
1441. 

Ouio. 

May: The McComb Telephone Co., of 
McComb, petitioned the commission for au- 
thority to purchase the McComb Home 
Telephone Co.’s plant for $48,500 to be 
paid for with an equal amount of common 
stock in the new company. Request for 
authority to issue the stock also was made 
by the McComb Telephone Co. The prop- 
erty involved is stated to have a present 
value of $70,665, according to an inventory 
filed. 

May 19: The commission disposed of 
the applications for the reorganization of 
the Portsmouth Telephone Co. by entering 
orders (1) approving the sale of all the 
property (including a working capital of 
$45,910) of the Portsmouth Telephone Co. 
to the Portsmouth Home Telephone Co., 
for $1,030,200 instead of $1,200,000 as pro- 
posed and (2) authorizing the issue in pay- 
ment for this property by the new Home 
company of $830,200 common and $200,000 
6 per cent preferred stock, denying author- 
ity to issue an additional $169,800 common 
stock as was originally petitioned for. 

May 22: The commission approved the 
reorganization of the telephone property at 
Minster by authorizing (1) the sale of alt 
the property including an adequate work- 
ing capital and stock of materials and suv- 
plies of the Minster Home Telephone Co. 
to the newly-organized The Minster Tele- 
phone Co., for the agreed consideration of 
$50.000 and (2) to issue by the Minster 
Telephone Co., in payment of such con- 
sideration $20,000 common stock and 
$30,000 6 per cent preferred stock. 

May 22: Complaint filed with the com- 
mission by the Farmers Mutual Telephone 
Co., of Okolona, vs. The Napoleon Tele- 
phone Co., alleging that in a territory that 
has been jointly developed by the two 
companies, the defendant, while charging 
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subscribers of the complainant a 5-cent toll 
for service to Napoleon, furnished such 
service without discrimination against the 
complainant and its subscribers. The coin- 
mission is asked to abate the discrimina- 
tion and to prescribe a reasonable toll jor 
this service. 

May 23: Applications filed for the ap- 
proval of a reorganization of the telephone 
company at Athens. 

The Athens County Home Telephone 
Co. (which has some $211,500 stock out- 
standing and has pending before the com- 
mission an application to issue $12,400 
additional stock to reimburse the treasury 
for pas¢ expenditures) asks to sell all of 
its property to the newly organized The 
Athens Home Telephone Co., in consid- 
eration of the sum of $560,000 and assump- 
tion of liabilities amounting to $20,220. 

The new company (whose charter evi- 
dences a projected expansion to include 
neighboring counties) asks authority to 
issue in payment of the consideration for 
the property $150,000 6 per cent preferred 
stock and $410,000 common stock, and also 
to issue and sell at par $10,000 notes pay- 
able, a part of the indebtedness to be 
assumed. 

May 29: Upon the protests of the 
Board of Trade, Martins Ferry; William 
A. Cliff on behalf of the citizens of Kent; 
the village of Bridgeport by its solicitor 
and the Chamber of Commerce of Bellaire, 
the commission suspended for a period of 
120 days from May 1, the proposed in- 
creases in rates of the Ohio Bell Tele- 
phone Co., for those towns, published to 
become effective June 1. 

OKLAHOMA. 

May 20: The Wetumka Telephone Co., 
James Thompson manager, granted in- 
crease in rates. Mr. Thompson purchased 
this exchange less than a year ago and 
completely rebuilt it. His application for 
an increase was endorsed by a large num- 
ber of subscribers. The commission after 
an investigation found that the rates in 
force since 1914 were inadequate and au- 
thorized these rates: Business, individual, 
$3, per month; residence, individual, $2: 
residence, party-line, $1.50, with option to 
charge 25 cents per month additional for 
desk telephones. The order is effective as 
of June 1, 1925. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

June 11: Hearing on application of the 
Bell Telephone Co. of Pennsylvania for 
permission to purchase the properties of 
the Penn State Telephone Co., with head- 
quarters in Lancaster, for an agreed con- 
sideration of $363,500 and the assumption 
of two mortgages amounting to $461,500. 

VERMONT. 

May 19: The commission approved an 
increase in rates for the Gleason Telephone 
Co., of Jamaica, operating some 600 tele- 
phones in and about the towns of London- 
berry, South Londonberry, Wardsboro and 
Williamsville. 

WISCONSIN. 

June 9: Hearing at Madison in re in- 
vestigation on motion of commission of 
installation charges of Central Wisconsin 
Telephone Co., et al. U-3250. 

June 18: Hearing at Webster in re in- 
vestigation on motion of commission of 
rates, rules, regulations, etc., of the Badger 
Mutual Telephone Co., of Webster. U-3188: 

June 19: Hearing at Barron in the case 
of Arnold Peterson, et al., vs. Hillsdale 
& Western Telephone Co. relative to serv- 
ice. U-3238. 

June 23: Hearing at Chilton in re ap- 
plication of Eastern Wisconsin Teleplone 
Co. for permission to increase rates at 
Chilton, Elkhart Lake, Brillion, Hilbert. 
Kiel and New Holstein. 
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Foil the fiends that steal 
your profits-- 


Use underground cable coated 
with EVER-PROTECT 


Millions of dollars have been saved for the telephone in- 
dustry by Ever-Protect installations. Ever-Protect made it 
possible to install cable underground without conduit, keep- 
ing the cable free from the ravages of electrolytic and chem- 
ical action and from other destructive influences. 


These Ever-Protected cables are immune from the storms 
that lay the overhead lines in ruins. The Ever-Protect in- 
stallation is quickly and easily made at a cost so low there’s 
no reason for you to deny your property the benefits of 
Ever-Protect cable installations. 


While you are doing your spring and summer overhauling you should be 
using Ever-Protect wherever possible. 


Ask your nearest jobber for complete details of Ever-Protect, or talk it over with 
some of the hundreds of users you'll undoubtedly find in neighboring telephone plants. 


Order from your jobber or direct 


NATIONAL CABLE COMPOUND Co., Inc. 


INCORPORATED 


MITCHELL, INDIANA 














| Federal Telephone Equipment 


The illustration shows one of the many FEDERAL STANDARD 
TELEPHONES installed in the power houses of the U. S. Light- 
house Service. 


FEDERAL TELEPHONES were chosen for these installations 
because they are built for a LONG LIFE of service, their LOW 
COST of maintenance, requiring MINIMUM ATTENTION and 
their ability to absorb abuse. 





Use Federal Telephones when making new installations 
or replacing old equipment and enjoy this freedom from 
maintenance cost. 


Federal Telephone Manufacturing Corporation 
Buffalo, New York, U.S.A. 
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Mathias & Sons 


E stablished 18.57 KLEI - Chicago Ii] USA 


Please tell the Advertiser you saw his Advertisement in TELEPHONY, 
























With the Manufacturers and Jobbers 





Monarch Telephones Facilitate 
Operation of Soft Drink Stand. 
R. M. Sheppard, better known as 

“Shep,” operates a soft drink and sand- 

wich shop, across the street from Baylor 

University, Waco, Texas. 

During the afternoons and evenings, a 
large portion of his trade has to 
the outside at the 
curb, as his patrons drive up in 
front of his place of business and 
remain in their automobiles. 

In order to render the best pos- 
sible service in the shortest period 
of time, Mr. Sheppard, after look- 
ing over the different makes of in- 


be served on 


tercommunicating sets, decided 
upon the Monarch school telephone 
system consisting of six MC-8917 
six-station desk stands an 6 MP- 
2570 ringer and terminal assembly. 

The desk telephones are installed 
along the curb in boxes which are 
spaced so that they can be reached 
from the automobiles. The tele- 
phones are so wired that they sig- 
nal the instrument installed in the 
building and the order is taken over the 
wire. An ordinary wire shelf bracket sup- 
ports the door of the box on which the 
telephone is setting. At night the tele- 
phones are placed inside the box, the door 
closed and locked. No. 17 paired copper 
clad drop wire is used for connecting up 
the instruments. 

In a way, this is a new use for the tele- 
phone. Although this service has only re- 
cently been installed, Mr. Sheppard states 
that he does not now see how he ever 
was able to get along before without this 
service, and that the investment he made in 
purchasing the Monarch Telephone Mfg. 

















Monarch “Intercom.” Telephone. 





the Aid of Monarch 


Co.’s equipment is one of the best invest- 
ments that he ever made. 


W. N. Matthews Corp. Increases 
Its Advertising Personnel. 
With the continued development of its 
business, the W. N. Matthews Corp.,: of 





Motorists Are Promptly Served in Their Cars with 


Intercommunicating 
Installed in These Booths. 


System 
St. Louis, Mo., manufacturers of electrical 
specialties and mechanical painting equip- 
ment, have found it necessary to add to the 
personnel of its advertising department. 

G. Carl Kemper has just joined the com- 
pany’s advertising department as assistant 
to the general sales manager, who super- 
vises the advertising activities of the com- 
pany. Mr. Kemper is well known in ad- 
vertising circles and was recently elected 
president of the Junior Advertising Club 
of St. Louis. 


“E. M. F. Electrical Year Book” 
Changed in Scope. 


The fourth annual edition of the “EMF 
Electrical Year Book,” recently published 
by the Electrical Trade Publishing Co., 
Chicago, represents something of a con- 
densation over previous issues and a 
change in scope. As stated by the editor in 
the preface: 

“Successive issues of the EMF Elec- 
trical Year Book have shown a marked 
tendency to grow in thickness, so there 
appeared danger of the book becoming un- 
wieldy in bulk and, therefore, inconvenient 
to use. In order to keep the book to a 
convenient size for ready use and to per- 
mit concentrating the entire energy of the 
revision on what has already been its pre- 
dominating feature, the publishers have de- 
cided to omit henceforth all topics having 
no close relation to electrical 
their producers and trade names. 

The entire book has been given a very 
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products, 


thorough revision. Canadian listings have 
been dropped, also trade names that cor- 
respond with the first word in the names 
of the companies using them and conse- 
quently are obvious.” p 

The 1925 year book contains 1,400 pages 
as compared with 1,550 in the preceding 
edition. It is a complete classified direc- 
tory of all electrical and related products, 
their manufacturers and trade names with 
informative definitions ef each class of 
products and a catalog exhibit of the lead- 
ing manufacturers, a most useful general 
reference work for the entire electrical in- 
dustry. The price of the book is $2. 


Mathias-Hart Certified Gloves for 
Telephone Linemen. 

“Safety methods in telephone 

work require the use of dependable rubber 

gloves by linemen and construction men 

when working near or among high-tension 


First” 


wires. Telephone companies that do not 
have testing facilities of their own but de- 
sire to secure electricians’ gloves that have 
been tested according to the most rigid 
specifications will be interested in the “Cer- 
tified” gloves manufactured by the Mathias- 
Hart Co., manufacturers of quality rubber 
insulating material for the past 15 years. 

Mathias-Hart certified gloves are tested 
according to the A. S. T. M. and N. E. 
L. A. specifications. They are made in 
styles designed and guaranteed to withstand 
voltages of from 3,000 to 15,000 volts. 
Each pair bears the stamp of the com- 
pany’s testing laboratory accompanied by a 
certificate or stamp indicating that they 
have been tested in accordance with A. S. 
T. M. and N. E. L. A. specifications. 

The “Perfection” brand of Mathias-Hart 

















Mathias-Hart ‘“Perfection’’ 


Gloves. 


Linemen’s 


certified gloves, by which name they are 
most commonly known, are seamless, light, 
flexible and very tough in texture; yet they 
are heavy enough to withstand extremely 
high voltages, being made of the highest 
quality of rubber, the company asserts 
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NATCO 
Vitrified Salt Glazed Conduits 
The Standard for Electrical Subways 


URABLE, Water Proof, Low in elec- 

trical conductivity, high in heat 
resistance and amazingly economical in 
installation costs because the smooth in- 
terior surface makes the job of fishing 
wires very easy indeed. 


We carry a large stock of Natco conduit 
on hand at all times. All sizes and styles, 
single and multiple. 


Write for literature 


NATIONAL FIRE PROOFING COMPANY 
555 Fulton Building + Pittsburgh, Pa. 
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Copper Telephone 
and 


Telegraph Wire 
\ \Hard Drawn Line Wire 


Anatonds acti a 
complete and coordi- 
nated manufacturing : 
and distributing serv- 
ice to the Telephone 
and Telegraph indus- 
tries, 


Photo Courtesy 
Ame erica» Telephone 
va Teleevea Ca, 


ANACONDA COPPER MINING Co. | 
THE AMERICAN BRASS Co. | 
Rod, Wire and Cable Products 
General Sales Offices AN ACON pA Western Sales Offices - 


25 Broadway 111 W. Washington St. 4 
New York TS Chicago : 

Mills: Ansonia, Conn. Rien RT New York. 

Waterbury, Conn. Kenosha, Wis. Great Falis, Mont. 























PROTECT 


that line!— 


and also your employees 
by standardizing 
on VAC-M Arresters. 
Positive ‘proof against 
static and lighting—and 
against foreign sneak cur- 
rénts of high voltage. 


Use 
VAC-M 





Metallic Circuit 
Telephone Type 


Price $1.75 each, Complete Arresters 


Picture in your mind a bank official certifying a check 
for John D. Rockefeller. It’s with that same willingness 
that telephone men all over the country endorse a 
VAC-M installation. 

Afford your lines and apparatus the protection they 
deserve by using VAC-M Arresters throughout. 


THE NATIONAL ELECTRIC SPECIALTY CO. 
TOLEDO, OHIO 


RUNZEL-LENZ ELECTRIC MFG. CO. 


Specialists in the 
manufacture of 


CORDS 


TELEPHONES 


and 


SWITCHBOARDS 


A R-L cord to fit any made of 
telephone or switchboard 


RUNZEL-LENZ 


ELECTRIC MANUFACTURING CO. 
1751-57 North Western Ave. CHICAGO 








Please tell the Advertiser you saw his Advertisement in TELE’?HONY. 


DEPENDABLE SINCE 1904 
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All of the gloves are reversible, thus 
enabling the wearer to obtain the longest 
possible life from them. Perfection gloves 
may also be used in acid. 

Further information relative to Perfec- 
tion gloves may be obtained by communi- 
cating with the Mathias-Hart Co., 101 Hal- 
sey street, Newark, N. J. 





The Rebuilding of Tokio’s Tele- 
phone System. 

In its May issue the Telegraph & Tele- 
phone Journal of London, England, had 
the following to say regarding the tele- 
phone situation in Japan: 


The casualties of the earthquake in 


TELEPHONY 


Japan in September, 1923, have been given 
as, approximately, 68,000 dead, 42,000 in- 
jured, and 39,000 missing, while the havoc 
wrought to property cannot be even so 
nearly assessed. That the Japanese would 
accept the inevitable with philosophic calm, 
and set about the restoration of the 
stricken area, was generally expected. It 
is a little startling, however, to read that 
so far as the telephone system of Tokio 
is concerned, this restoration is anticipated 
to coincide with the financial years 1925 
and 1926. By the end of that period, 9 
automatic exchanges, accommodating some 
36,000 lines, and manual exchanges with 
another 46,000, are expected to be com- 
pleted. 

An interesting feature is, that the auto- 
matic equipment is to be adapted for the 
ultimate introduction of the director sys- 
tem. The automatic equipment is to be 
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manufactured and installed by the Aute 
matic Telephone Mfg. Co., Liverpool, and 
the associated manual equipment by th 
Western Electric Co., London. 

Apparently, then, Japan is furnishing 
another concrete proof of the statement 
that other telephone administrations re- 
peatedly order telephone equipment in 
Great Britain, to Post Office specification: 
being satisfied with a product that has th: 
approval of the British Post Office, made 
by the Electrical Review recently. It is 
with not a little pride that we further read 
that a law, passed by the British Parlia- 
ment after the great fire of London, in 
1666, has been translated into Japanese, 
for the benefit of the municipal authorities 
of Tokio; an act which, it is stated, cre- 
ated a court of five judges, whose duty 
it was to ‘make adjustments in all cases 
of controversy arising out of the fire. 


Condensed Telephone News 


Officers of Companies Are Urgently Requested to Forward to Us Promptly 
All Financial and Other Statements as Soon as Issued and Any Items Relat- 
ing to Construction, Rebuilding, or Changes in Their Plants and Systems 


New Telephone Companies and 
Incorporations. 
CamvEN, Ata.—The Madison County 


Telephone Co. has been incorporated with 
$3,000 capital stock by C. F. Mansell, Fred 
Rawis and others. 

BusHNELL, Itt.—The Bushnell Tele- 
phone Co., with $60,000 capital stock, has 
been incorporated to operate a telephone 
system in McDonough county. The in- 
corporators are: N. E. Mann, Eleanor 
Mann and O. M. Shaw. 

MaroA, Itt.—The State Center Tele- 
phone Co. has been incorporated with $1,- 
000 capital stock to acquire, build, con- 
struct, rebuild and operate telephone lines. 
The incorporators are N. C. Hall, W. N. 
Austin and M. F. Lennon. 

MeEreEpos1A, I_t.—The Lyda Telephone 
Co. has filed articles of incorporation with 
the secretary of state. The incorporators 
are Henry J. Roegge, Wm. C. Korsmeyer 
and Otto Staake. 

Mereposia, Itt.—The North Eastern 
Telephone Co. has been chartered by Wil- 
liam H. Fricke, John H. Fricke and John 
Tegeder to operate a non-profit telephone 
system. 

SuNnMAN, Inp.—The Sunman Telephone 
Co., capitalized at-$10,009 has been incor- 
porated by E. R. Behlmer, Sarah Behlmer 
and John Hickman. 


Watcott, Ilowa-—Articles of incorpora- 
tion of the Walcott Mutual Telephone Co., 
capitalized at $6,000, were filed recently 
with the county recorder. Fred Dietz is 
president of the company; Gus Hamann, 


vice-president; H. P. Soenke, secretary, 
and Wm. J. Ladehoff, treasurer. 
McComs, Onto—The McComb Tele- 


phone Co. has been incorporated with $10,- 
000 capital stock by Frank C. Dunbar, 
George Martin, W. S. Crater, A. S. Hill- 
house and Ward H. Snook. 


WAYNESFIELD, Oun10o—The Waynesfield 
Telephone & Telegraph Co. has been char- 
tered with an authorized capital of $10,000 
to operate a telephone exchange in Waynes- 
field. The incorporators are Ward H. 
Snook, Lloyd E. Martin, George Martin, 
F. E. Main and Marian M. Hall. 


CoLtumBiA, N. C.—The Cohoon Tele- 
phone Co. with an authorized capital of 
$50,000, of which $6,000 has been sub- 
scribed, has been incorporated by E. P. 
Cohoon, E. P. Cohoon, Jr., and Mrs. I. S. 
Cohoon. 

Harmony, N. C.—The Sandy Spring 
Mutual Telephone Co. has been incorpor- 
ated with $1,500 capital stock by T. G. 
Wallace, A. F. Cook, J. S. Talley and 
others. 

THOMASVILLE, N. C.—The Abbott Creek 
Telephone Co., with an authorized capital 
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Telephone Wires and Cables 





Bare Copper Wire 
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Copper Clad Steel Wire 
Plain Rubber Insulated Wire 
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Complete information on request. 
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Note Protection at Corners 


a 
Blake Insulated Staples 


Unequalled for telephone and 
bell wiring. The fibre insula- 
tion prevents troublesome 
short circuits and grounds. 


4 Sizes 


Blake Signal & Mfg. Co. 


of $5,000, has been incorporated by W. S. 
Cecil, I. A. Teague and others. 

BosweELL, OxLta.—The Lake West Tele- 
phone Co. has been incorporated with 
$1,000 capital stock by H. L. Goss and C. 
W. Marshall. 

Gem, Texas.—The Gem-Canadian Tele- 
phone Co. has been incorporated with 
$2,500 capital stock. G. S. Henderson is 
president and general manager of the com- 
pany, Henry Jahnel, vice-president, J. U. 
Thierstein, secretary, and H. S. Wilbur, 
treasurer. 

Krrens, W. Va.—The Cheat Valley 
Telephone Co., with $5,000 capital stock, 
has been incorporated by H. S. Irons, G. 
H. Hansford, Ed Hardy, Harper Johnson, 
H. H. Johnson, all of Kerens. 


Construction. 


Montcomery, ALtA.—The Southern Bell 
Telephone & Telegraph Co. has com- 
menced work on the remodeling of its 
Montgomery exchange, to cost when com- 
pleted approximately $200,000. 

SACRAMENTO, CaLir.—The Pacific Tele- 
phone & Telegraph Co. has let a contract 
for the erection of a new six-story office 
and exchange building in Sacramento, to 
cost $500,000. 

BRADENTOWN, FLa.— The Peninsular 
Telephone Co. has appropriated $300,000 
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for the extension of its local telephone 
system. 

WoopsinE Kans.—The Woodbine Co- 
operative Telephone Co. has commenced 
the construction of a new exchange build- 
ing to replace the building destroyed by 
fire in March. 

Hunters, WasH.—The Davenport In- 
dependent Telephone Co., with headquar- 
ters in Davenport, is constructing an ex- 
change and office building at Hunters, of 
brick and tile. 

Financial. 

San Francisco, Catir.—The Pacific 
Telephone & Telegraph Co. has increased 
its capital stock from $100,000,000 to $135,- 
000,000. 

ApvaNnceE, Inp.—The Advance Telephone 
Co. has increased its capital stock from 
$2,000 to $20,000. 

Brazit, Inp—The Citizens Telephone 
Co. of Clay County has increased its capi- 
tal stock from $100,000 to $200,000, for the 
purpose of providing the capital for the 
erection of a new building and for the in- 
stallation of new equipment. 

Crown Point, Inp.—The Crown Point 
Telephone Co. has increased its capital 
stock from $43,000 to $65,000. 

Fort Wayne, Inp—The Home Tele- 
phone & Telegraph Co. has increased its 
capital stock from $2,225,000 to $3,000,000, 
$250,000 of the increase being common 
stock and $500,000 preferred stock. 

North MAncuHeEsTER, INp.—The Eel 
River Telephone Co. has increased its 
capital stock from $80,000 to $120,000. 

RossviL_tE, Inn.—The Rossville Home 
Telephone Co. has increased its capital 
stock from $6,000 to $20,000. 

GRINNELL, IowA—The Interior Tele- 
phone Co. has increased its capital stock 
to $170,000. 

Elections. 

Tampa, Fra.—The Peninsular Telephone 
Co. elected the following board of direc- 
tors for the ensuing year at its recent 
annual meeting: W. G. Brorein, Tampa; 
S. A. Hoskins, Columbus, O.; M. H. Cog- 
gershall, New York City; O. E. Dunan, 
St. Mary’s, O.; Earl L. Peters, Toledo, 
O.; L. C. Garey, Providence, R. I., and 
Carl D. Brorein, Tampa. 

The new board of directors met direct- 
ly after the stockholders’ meeting and se- 
lected the following officers for the next 
year: W. G. Brorein, president; S. A. 
Hoskins, vice-president; Carl D. Brorein, 
secretary, and O. I. Dunan, treasurer. 

Hitisporo, Irt.—The People’s Mutual 
Telephone Co. has re-elected its old of- 
ficers for the ensuing year. They are as 
follows: President, Dr. V. A. Bost, of 
Fillmore; first vice-president, W.  E. 
Morain, Irving; second vice-president, 
Chas. Schwab, Litchfield; manager, secre- 
tary and treasurer, Walter McLean of 
Hillsboro. 

The directors voted to extend the com- 
pany’s lines from Litchfield to New Doug- 
las at a cost of $8,000. 

Princeton, Itt.—At the annual meeting 
of the stockholders of the Bureau County 
Independent Telephone Co., H. A. Clark 
was elected to fill the unexpired term of 
the late Douglas Moseley as a direc- 
tor of the company, and Elmer Sapp, Dr. 
W. C. Griswold, C. J. Field and William 
Keegan were re-elected directors for a 
term of three years. The usual 4 per cent 
semi-annual dividend was declared. 

R1o, Itt.—The Rio Telephone Exchange 
has elected the following officers and 
directors for this year: President, Wilbur 
Daugherty; secretary, Claude Frankenber- 
ger; directors, James Gillis, Emil G. Olson, 
William Junk and Arthur Robertson. 
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TELEPHONY 





The National Telephone 
Supply Co. started in to 
make cable rings many 
years ago. It was one of 
the “Pioneers” in cable 
ring manufacture. 


It occupies one of the 
best-equipped plants in 
the United States for pro- 
ducing rings. 


Bell and Independent 
telephone engineers who 
frequently visit our fac- 
tory tell us that NA- 
TIONALS are manufac- 
tured very efficiently. 


Millions and _ millions 
of these NATIONAL 
Rings have gone into in- 
stant service after leav- 
ing our factory, and are 
giving splendid daily 
service on the telephone 
highways and byways in 
this and many foreign 
countries. 
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NATIONAL 





The NATIONAL — the 
ring with the tension 
grip is just as easy to 
take off as it is to install. 

No effort—a hand op- 
eration. A labor-saving 
job. Low cost of instal- 
lation. 





With NATIONALS you 
get a neat appearing cable 
job. As a result of a spe- 
cial hot dipped galvaniz- 
ing process, which we 
have developed in our 
plant, uniformity as to 
coating and smoothness 
is produced. Get satis- 
faction by specifying NA- 
TIONAL Rings in your 


1925 construction. 


The National Telephone 
Supply Co. |... 
Cleveland, Ohio 





he Ring wit 
e Tension Grip 
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aluettene—Saper vision —Plant —Indactive lnterteresce 
Zupert Admimistrative Counsel for Utilities 


JAY G. MITCHELL 


TELEPHONE ENGINEER 
Member A. I. E. E. 


1042 W Monroe St. Springfield, Ill. 














Frank F. Fowle & Co. 


Electrical and Mechanical 
ENGINEERS 


Monadnock Building CHICAGO 

















CONSULTING 
Telephone Engineer 
GARRISON BABCOCK 


e06—20 East Jackson Bivd., Chicago, I11. 
Telephone Wabash 5212 

















H. F. HILL 
BOSTON, MASS. 
Consulting Expert 

Public Utility and Industrial 

Corporations 

















ww. C. POLK 
CONSULTING TELEPHONE ENGINEER 


Plans, Estimates and Reports, 
Appraisal and Supervision 


Can arrange a moderate amount of financing. 


Telephone Bldg. Kansas City, Ma. 























W. H. CRUMB 


Telephone Engineer 


9 South Clinton St. Chicago 














TELEPHONE ACCOUNTING 


“COFFEY SYSTEM” 


The Independent Standard 


Coffey System and Audit Co., C. P. A. 
607 faa Bank Bldg., Indianapolis, Ind. 
Exclusive Telephone Accountants 

















J. G. WRAY & CO. 
lelephone Engineers 
Specialists in par ey Rate Surveys, 
Finaneial Investigations, Organization, 
end Operation of Telephone Companies. 
JI. @ Wray, Fellow A. I. EB. E. 
Cyrus G. Hill 
1217 First National Bank Bldg., Chicago 














TELEPHONY 


Touton, Int.—The Stark County Tele- 
phone Co. has elected J. W.. Walters presi- 
dent for the ensuing year, A. J. Walters 
treasurer and W. R. Sandham secretary. 
W. F. Price will continue as manager of 
the west division and A. B. Hoff as man- 
ager of the east division. 

Fort Wayne, Inp.—At the annual meet- 
ing of the Home Telephone & Telegraph 
Co. all of the company’s directors were 
re-elected. They are: August E. C. Beck- 
er, W. A. Bohn, Frank E. Bohn, Isadore 
Lehman, Max B. Fisher, G. Max Hoff- 
man, E. C. Miller, B. Paul Mossman, L. 
H. Moore, William F. Moellering, Ed- 
ward M. Wilson and Charles M. Niezer. 

The company’s officers are: C. M. 
Niezer, president; F. E. Bohn, first vice- 
president and general manager; A. E. C. 
Becker, second vice-president; O. Marah- 
rens, secretary, and Max B. Fisher, 
treasurer. 

Warsaw, Inp.—At the annual meeting 
of the stockholders of the Commercial 
Telephone Co. officers and directors were 
elected as follows: Simon J. Strauss, of 
Ligonier, president; John D. Widaman, 
of Warsaw, vice-president; A. O. Catlin, 
of Warsaw, treasurer; J. W. Scott, of 
Warsaw, manager and secretary; Odell 
Oldfather, Allan S. Widaman and Charles 
Nathan, directors. 

Crooks, S. D.—At the annual meeting 
of the Crooks Telephone Co. the old of- 
ficers of the company were reelected for 
the coming year, and it was found that 
the company was gradually reducing the 
indebtedness against it. Nine miles of the 
company’s lines had been, rebuilt during 
the year, which was necessary following 
the severe storm the early part of the sum- 
mer. The company showed a profitable 
year, and the work of W. W. Straight as 
manager was commended by the board. 
The following hold office during the en- 
suing year: Nils I. Oven, president; O. 
M. Gunderson, vice-president: W. W. 
Straight, secretary-manager; H. Tide- 
mann and P. C. Peterson, directors. 

PitymoutH, Wis—The Plymouth Tele- 
phone Exchange has elected the following 
officers and directors: President, Charles 
Pfeiffer; vice-president, C. C. Corbett; 
secretary, Jay Eastman; treasurer, B. V. 
Rowe; directors, Charles Pfeiffer, C. C. 
Corbett, Jay Eastman, B. W. Rowe, and 
H. J. Goelzer. 

3ROWNWoOOp, TEXAS—The West Texas 
Telephone Co. has elected the following 
officers for the ensuing year: G. N. Har- 
rison, president; F. W. Greber, vice-presi- 
dent and general manager: R. G. Hollings- 
worth, second vice-president: J. H. McKee, 
secretary and treasurer. The board of 
directors includes the officers named and 


A. N. Rogers. 
Miscellaneous. 


HuntTsviLt_eE, Ark.—The plant of the 
Madison County Telephone Co. was de- 
stroyed by fire recently. The total de- 
struction caused by the fire is estimated 
at $50,000. 

Perry, Ga—The Houston Telephone 
Co. has been purchased by H. A. Bond, of ° 
Roberta, for the sum of $7,500 in cash. 


The new owner operates plants at Roberta 
and Culloden. 

CiypeE, Kans.—The Clyde Telep?one 
Co. has changed hands, D. Oelkers, the 
former owner, selling to James R. Nelson 
and A. F. Geyer of Waterville, who are 
now in possession. 

Mempuis, Micu.*-The St. Clair Central 
Telephone Co., which furnishes telephone 
service to the subscribers at Memphis. 
Goodalls, Emmet and vicinity, has been 
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5S Tirmes Faster 
*“Typewriters’’ Names, Ad- 
dresses and rates on bills. 
500 to 1000 an hour. FREE 
TRIAL. Easy Terms. 


Addressogtaph 


906 W. Van Buren St. Chicago, lil. 














ACCOUNTING! 


Specialization on Public Utility Account- 
ing Records and Audits enables us to best 
serve Telephone Companies. 


HERDRICH AND BOGGS 


ed Public Accoun 
1014 saedade Bank Bldg., ee Ind. 











TAPES 


FRICTION and RUBBER 
Pole Line Hardware and Construction Materials 
Cedar Poles, Northern and Western 
Victor Dry Batteries 


A. J. JOHNSON CO. 
217 N. Desplaines St. hicago, Illinois 

















JOHN S. ALLEN 
CONSULTING ENGINEER 


Former Member Wisconsin Railroad Commission 
Specializing in Rates and Rate Cases 
First Central Bldg., Madison, Wis. 

















GUSTAV HIRSCH 


Consulting Engineer 


in all branches of lelephone Engineering 
Rate Cases, Appraisals, Financial 
Investigations, Inspections 
and Reports. 


COLUMBUS - OHIO 














During recent years 
I have been privileged 
to appraise Telephone 
Exchanges all over 


~ ye the United States. 
The list totals 410. 


By a. Would you like to 
GINEE 


avail yourself of my 
Bl 


J: KIOMNSto 


TELEPHONE N 


services? 
903-4 Lemcke Building 














CHAPMAN 


LIGHTNING ARRESTERS 


Manufactured by 
MINNESOTA ELECTRIC CO. 
Minneapolis, Minn. 


















A complete stock of 
KELLOGG TELEPHONES 
TELEPHONE SUPPLIES 


50 A RADIO EQUIPMENT AND PARTS 


NORTHWESTERN ELECTRIC 
EQUIPMENT COMPANY 
SAINT PAUL AND DULUTH, MINNESOTA 

































